

A young schoolboy makes handstands as he plays with others during break in the yard of the Hot Courses Primary School, in the village of Nyumbani which caters to 
children who lost their parents to HIV, and grandparents who lost their children to HIV, with the bookend generations taking care of one another, in Kenya. Saturday, 
Dec. 1, is World AIDS Day, and UNAIDS says that as of 2011 an estimated 23.5 million people living with HIV resided in sub-Saharan Africa, representing 69 percent of 
the global HIV burden, with eastern and southern Africa the hardest-hit regions. 

(AP Photo/Ben Curtis) 

World AIDS Day: Hope springs from a tiny village 


By By JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press 

NYUMBANI, Kenya (AP) — 
There are no middle-aged 
people in Nyumbani. They 
all died years ago, before 
this village of hope in Ke¬ 
nya began. Only the young 
and old live here. 
Nyumbani was born of the 
AIDS crisis. The 938 children 
here all saw their parents 
die. The 97 grandparents — 
eight grandfathers among 
them — saw their middle- 
aged children die. But put 
together, the bookend 
generations take care of 
one another. 


Saturday is World AIDS Day, 
but the executive director 
of the aid group Nyumbani, 
which oversees the village 
of the same name, hates 
the name which is given 
to the day because for her 
the word AIDS is so freight¬ 
ed with doom and death. 
These days, it doesn’t nec¬ 
essarily mean a death sen¬ 
tence. Millions live with the 
virus with the help of anti¬ 
retroviral drugs, or ARVs. 
And the village she runs is 
an example of that. 

“AIDS is not a word that we 
should be using. At the be¬ 
ginning when we came up 


against HIV, it was a ter¬ 
minal disease and people 
were presenting at the 
last phase, which we call 
AIDS,” said Sister Mary Ow¬ 
ens. “There is no known 
limit to the lifespan now so 
that word AIDS should not 
be used. So I hate World 
AIDS Day, follow? Because 
we have moved beyond 
talking about AIDS, the ter¬ 
minal stage. None of our 
children are in the terminal 
stage.” 

In the village, each grand¬ 
parent is charged with 
caring for about a dozen 
“grandchildren,” one or 


two of whom will be biolog¬ 
ical family. That responsibil¬ 
ity has been a life-changer 
for Janet Kitheka, who lost 
one daughter to AIDS in 
2003. Another daughter 
died from cancer in 2004. 
A son died in a tree-cutting 
accident in 2006 and the 
63-year-old lost two grand¬ 
children in 2007, including 
one from AIDS. 

“When I came here I was 
released from the grief be¬ 
cause I am always busy in¬ 
stead of thinking about the 
dead,” said Kitheka. “Now I 
am thinking about building 
a new house with 12 chil¬ 


dren. They are orphans. I 
said to myself, ‘Think about 
the living ones now.’ I’m 
very happy because of the 
children.” 

As she walks around Nyum¬ 
bani, which is three hours’ 
drive east of Nairobi, 
73-year-old Sister Mary is 
greeted like a rock star by 
little girls in matching color¬ 
ful school uniforms. Children 
run and play, and sleep 
in bunk beds inside mud- 
brick homes. High schoolers 
study carpentry or tailoring. 


Continued on next Page 
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World AIDS Day: Hope springs from a tiny village 


Continued from front 


But before 2006, this village 
did not exist, not until a 
Catholic charity petitioned 
the Kenyan government 


for land on which to house 
orphans. 

Everyone here has been 
touched by HIV or AIDS. But 
only 80 children have HIV 
and thanks to anti-retroviral 
drugs, none of them has 
AIDS. 

“They can dream their 
dreams and live a long 
life,” Owens said. 

Nyumbani relies heavily on 
U.S. funds but it is aiming to 
be self-sustaining. 

The kids’ bunk beds are 


made in the technical 
school’s shop. A small 
aquaponics project is try¬ 
ing to grow edible fish. The 
mud bricks are made on 
site. Each grandparent has 


a plot of land for farming. 
The biggest chunk of aid 
comes from the United 
States President's Emer¬ 
gency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR), which has given 
the village $2.5 million since 
2006. A British couple gives 
$50,000 a year. A tree¬ 
growing project in the vil¬ 
lage begun by an Ameri¬ 
can, John Noel, now stands 
six years from its first harvest. 
Some 120,000 trees have 
already been planted and 


thousands more were be¬ 
ing planted last week. 

“My wife and I got married 
as teenagers and started 
out being very poor. Lived 
in a trailer. And we found 


out what it was like to be 
in a situation where you 
can't support yourself,” he 
said. “As an entrepreneur 
I looked to my enterprise 
skills to see what we could 
do to sustain the village 
forever, because we are 
in our 60s and we wanted 
to make sure that the thou¬ 
sand babies and children, 
all the little ones, were tak¬ 
en care of.” 

He hopes that after a de¬ 
cade the timber profits from 


the trees will make the vil¬ 
lage totally self-sustaining. 
But while the future is look¬ 
ing brighter, the losses the 
orphans’ suffered can re¬ 
surface, particularly when 


class lessons are about 
family or medicine, said 
Winnie Joseph, the deputy 
headmaster at the village's 
elementary school. Kitheka 
says she tries to teach the 
kids how to love one an¬ 
other and how to cook and 
clean. But older kids some¬ 
times will threaten to hit her 
after accusing her of favor¬ 
ing her biological grand¬ 
children, she said. 

For the most part, though, 
the children in Nyumbani 


appear to know how lucky 
they are, having landed in 
a village where they are 
cared for. An estimated 
23.5 million people in sub- 
Saharan Africa have HIV 
as of 2011, representing 69 
percent of the global HIV 
population, according to 
UNAIDS. Eastern and south¬ 
ern Africa are the hardest- 
hit regions. Millions of peo¬ 
ple — many of them par¬ 
ents — have died. 

Kitheka noted that children 
just outside the village fre¬ 
quently go to bed hungry. 
And ARVs are harder to 
come by outside the vil¬ 
lage. The World Health Or¬ 
ganization says about 61 
percent of Kenyans with 
HIV are covered by ARVs 
across the country. 

Paul Lgina, 14, contrasted 
the difference between life 
in Nyumbani, which in Swa¬ 
hili means simply “home,” 
and his earlier life. 

“In the village I get support. 
At my mother's home I did 
not have enough food, 
and I had to go to the river 
to fetch water," said Lina, 
who, like all the children in 
the village, has neither a 
mother or a father. 

When Sister Mary first began 
caring for AIDS orphans in 
the early 1990s, she said her 
group was often told not to 
bother. 

“At the beginning nobody 
knew what to do with 
them. In 1992 we were told 
these children are going 
to die anyway,” she said. 
“But that wasn’t our spirit. 
Today, kids we were told 
would die have graduated 
from high school.”□ 



Children attend morning assembly in the yard of the Hot Courses Primary School, in the village of Nyumbani. Saturday, Dec. 1, is 
World AIDS Day, and UNAIDS says that as of 2011 an estimated 23.5 million people living with HIV resided in sub-Saharan Africa, 
representing 69 percent of the global HIV burden, with eastern and southern Africa the hardest-hit regions. 

(AP Photo/Ben Curtis) 
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US mechanic, his wife among Powerball winners 


MARIA SUDEKUM 
Associated Press 
DEARBORN, Missouri 
(AP) — A Missouri mechan¬ 
ic and his wife who claimed 
their share Friday of the re¬ 
cord $588 million Power- 
ball lottery jackpot said they 
hoped to stay true to their 
roots and keep living simply. 
Their 6-year-old daughter was 
at least hoping for a pony. 
Surrounded by family and 
friends, Cindy and Mark Hill 
were introduced as this week’s 
lottery winners at the high 
school where they became 
sweethearts in the 1970s. 

“We will still be going down 
to the comer cafe for break¬ 
fast or fish day. I can guar¬ 
antee you,” Cindy Hill said. 
“You know it’s just us. We’re 
just normal human beings. 
We’re as common as any¬ 
body. We just have a little bit 
more money.” 

The Hills will split the $588 
million prize with whoever 
holds a winning ticket sold at 
a convenience store in sub¬ 
urban Phoenix. No one has 
come forward yet with the 
Arizona ticket, lottery offi¬ 
cials said. 

The $587.5 million payout, 
which represents the second- 
largest jackpot in U.S. history, 
set off a nationwide buying 


Mark and Cindy Hill hold a Powerball check with their three of their four children, Jarod, left, Cody 
and six-year-old Jaiden in Dearborn, Mo., Friday, Nov. 30, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) 


frenzy, with tickets at one 
point selling at nearly 130,000 
per minute. Before Wednes¬ 
day’s winners, the jackpot 
had rolled over 16 consecu¬ 
tive times without someone 
hitting the jackpot. 

The Hills, who also have three 
grown sons, said they don’t 
play the lottery regularly. 
They spent $10 on five tick¬ 
ets with random numbers. 
The result: After taxes, they 


will take home a lump sum of 
$136.5 million. 

“We’re still stunned by what’s 
happened,” said Hill, a former 
office manager who was laid 
off in 2010. “It’s surreal.” 
Joining the Hills at the news 
conference were their chil¬ 
dren, with the youngest, 
Jaiden, sitting on her father’s 
lap clutching a black stuffed 
horse. 

She was adopted from China 
five years ago. 

When asked what she wanted 
for Christmas, the little girl 
said simply: “Pony.” 

Friday’s news conference 
made official what just about 
everyone in the town of 500 
north of Kansas City already 
knew, thanks in part to a Face- 
book posting by Mark Hill, 
said their son Cody.Q 


Search continues for US 
man missing after cruise 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — U.S. Coast Guard crews 
searched Friday for a Washington state man who was reported 
missing from a Caribbean cruise. 

Two ships and a plane took part in the second day of the search, 
which was centered about 85 miles (137 kilometers) northwest 
of Puerto Rico, Coast Guard spokesman Ricardo Castrodad 
said. 

The man, identified as 42-year-old Jason Gregory Rappe of 
Olympia, Washington, was reported missing Thursday by his 
wife from the Holland America cruise ship Eurodam. A base¬ 
ball cap belonging to the passenger was found on one of the 
decks and he is believed to have gone overboard. 

“At this point, we are actively searching,” Castrodad told The 
Associated Press. “We are hoping to find a survivor.” 

He said the Coast Guard had not decided how long it would 
search. He said such decisions are made on a case by case basis 
depending on such factors as the weather and the physical con¬ 
dition of the missing person. 

The Eurodam was traveling from St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands to the Bahamas when Rappe was reported missing. 

The ship turned around to join the search, but Holland America 
spokeswoman Sally Andrews said the ship had since resumed 
its voyage. It was scheduled to return to Fort Lauderdale, Flor¬ 
ida, on Saturday.□ 
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Police: Man kills teacher, self at US College 
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MEAD GRUVER 
Associated Press 
CASPER, Wyoming (AP) 

— A man wielding a sharp- 
edged weapon killed a teacher 
and himself in front of stu¬ 
dents in a Wyoming commu¬ 
nity college classroom Friday, 
causing a campus wide lock- 
down. The assailant had killed 
another person elsewhere 
shortly before the attack at the 
school, authorities said. 

Police found the suspect and 
the male teacher dead at a sci¬ 
ence building on the Casper 
College campus, which was 
locked down for about two 
hours, school and police of¬ 
ficials said. The other victim 
was found about two 2 miles 
(3.2 kilometers) away. 

Casper Police Chief Chris 
Walsh said the murder-suicide 
took place in a classroom with 
students present, but he did 
not know how many students 
or what the class topic was. 
He said investigators do not 


A Natrona County Sheriff’s deputy in tactical gear leaves the scene of a reported homicide at Casper 
College on Friday morning, Nov. 30,2012, in Casper, Wyo. At least one person was killed and another 
was wounded Friday in an attack at Casper College, a community college in central Wyoming. It 
happened around 9 a.m., said school spokesman Rich Fujita. 

(AP Photo/Casper Star-Tribune, Alan Rogers) 

know the motive for the kill- killings, but he did not offer The attacker wasn’t believed 
ings. specifics, and it wasn’t clear if to be a Casper College student 

Walsh said an “edged weapon” the same or a similar weapon and it appeared he knew the 
was used it at least one of the was used in all of the deaths, victims, Walsh said. He didn’t 


identify the suspect or victims 
but said the victims were a 
male and a female. 

He added authorities don’t 
believe there is any further 
threat to the community. 

“I want to emphasize that this 
is a horrible tragedy,” Walsh 
said. “And I want the city to ... 
just feel safe right now. There 
is no one at large.” 

Casper is Wyoming’s second- 
largest city with a population 
of about 56,000. Wyoming 
residents refer to it as the “Oil 
City” because it’s a hub for 
the state’s oil industry. 

The attack at the two-year 
community college in Casper 
occurred while class was in 
session. Walsh said authori¬ 
ties evacuated all students and 
staff from the science build¬ 
ing. The college sent out a 
campus-wide alert via text 
message and email within two 
minutes of receiving word of 
the attack, school spokesman 
Rich Fujita said. Q 
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Stepping out of time 
during the holidays 

James Carroll 
© The New York Times 2012 
The Boston Globe 

‘Tis the season to be jolly, but also the season for which an af¬ 
fective disorder is named -- the winter blues known by the ac¬ 
ronym SAD. December is the month of living intensely, when 
feelings run high and low, and moods swing from hurt to hap¬ 
piness. The period between Thanksgiving and New Year’s is 
generally understood in terms of particular religious and cul¬ 
tural observances. But the meaning of what we call ‘ ’the holi¬ 
days” goes deeper than any one tradition, as we humans 
plunge more fully into what makes us human in the first place. 
Indeed, in December time itself moves to the center of our 
awareness. Humans swim in the flow of past, present, and 
future, but unlike fish, we know what we are swimming in -- 
especially during these waning days of the year. Whether 
noting the date with the number 12, or compiling records for 
the accountant, or rushing to meet a deadline, we see the 
calendar winding down. This year in America, the so-called 
‘’fiscal cliff” makes the ticking of that clock louder than usual, 
but the approach of year’s end is always laden. 

Heavenly bodies are in constant motion, but now we notice; 
in our hemisphere, the shortest day of the year unmistakably 
approaches. The nights lengthen as the sun sinks to the lowest 
point in the sky. 

Our prehistoric forebears found threat in this accumulation 
of frigid darkness, and countered it by seeking meaning in 
it. Consider Newgrange, the neolithic observatory in Ireland 
that fills with light as the sun rises at the time of the winter sol¬ 
stice, or the Mayan calendar, which abruptly ends when the 
sun falls to its southernmost point on the horizon. The astro¬ 
nomical phenomena make us stop and, often unconsciously, 
take notice -- a stepping out of ordinary time that is reflected 
in something as common as the semester break. 

If there is a certain sadness built into December, it comes from 
knowing that, in Virgil’s line, ‘’There are tears in things, and all 
things doomed to die touch the heart.” Yet just as the solstice 
marks a beginning as much as an ending, so the very aware¬ 
ness of mortality is what heightens a love of life while it lasts. 
That is why the season, for all its gravity, rings with joy across 
eras and cultures. Ancient Rome had its late-December Sat¬ 
urnalia. It is telling that Hanukkah is a festival of lights. St. Lucy’s 
Day, Mummer’s Day, Kwanzaa, and the Yuletide of Germanic 
tribes -- all of these are celebrations marked by lights, song, 
and feasting. 

Christmas, of course, is the Christian adaptation, and has long 
been the pillar of Western mid-winter jubilee. But even in a 
culture so dominated by beliefs and myths attached to Jesus 
Christ, the sacredness of this time of year goes beyond any 
one religious expression. Complaints about the overly secular 
character of the season, or its commercialization, or even the 
so-called ‘’Christmas wars,” in which the baby Jesus is wield¬ 
ed as a weapon -- all of this misses the larger significance of 
December. 

The point is that, even though humans take note of it in vary¬ 
ing ways, the experience of the passage of time is universal. 
The feelings of transcendence it calls forth naturally involve 
religion for many; for many others, these same feelings imply 
a different kind of sacredness, one rooted in this world. 
Indeed, the kind of reflection we make during the holidays is 
essential to practical political morality, the real-world resolu¬ 
tion of mundane problems like, say, that fiscal cliff. December 
-- especially one poised on the edge of such ruin - should 
sharpen our awareness that every person has the right to be 
fully alive here and now. That means, for instance, that the 
government’s urgent decisions about the economy must 
serve universal needs, not merely the needs of the few. 

Yes, the the holidays bring to mind what matters most -- family 
intimacy, expressions of love, resolutions to live more gener¬ 
ously. And yes, the emotional weight of December can itself 
carry a message about the preciousness of life. But seasonal 
cheer is not enough. Attention to what makes us human must 
lead to the creation of the just society that alone protects it.Q 


No deal in sight 1 for US ‘fiscal cliff’ 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP)— Wash¬ 
ington politicians have one 
month to step back from 
the so-called “fiscal cliff," 
across-the-board tax hikes 
and austerity-driven spend¬ 
ing cuts likely to return the 
country to recession, and 
a top Republican declares 
there has been no real 
progress after two weeks 
of talks between President 
Barack Obama and a di¬ 


vided Congress. 

The president has called 
for settling the issue be¬ 
fore Christmas and head¬ 
ed Friday to Pennsylvania 
to campaign for his de¬ 
mand that any deal in¬ 
clude higher tax rates on 
U.S. couples earning more 
than $250,000 a year. He 
also wants to keep in place 
the smaller tax burden that 
lower income earners have 
had for about a decade. 
Republican House Speaker 
John Boehner argued that 
Obama’s latest offer — to 
raise revenue by $1.6 tril¬ 
lion over the next decade 
— would be a “crippling 


blow” to an economy 
that is still struggling to find 
its footing. The Ohio Re¬ 
publican told reporters he 
would continue working 
with Obama on the issue 
but gave a gloomy assess¬ 
ment of the talks so far. 
“There’s a stalemate. Let's 
not kid ourselves,” Boehner 
said. “Right now, we’re al¬ 
most nowhere.” 

Democrats have said that 
any delay was the fault of 
Republicans who refuse to 


accept Obama's call to 
raise tax rates on the rich¬ 
est Americans. “There can 
be no deal without rates 
on top earners going up,” 
White House press secretary 
Jay Carney said Thursday. 
The austerity measures that 
automatically would take 
effect Jan. 1 unless a deal 
is made is the looming pun¬ 
ishment for Washington's 
inability, or unwillingness, 
in recent years to deal de¬ 
cisively with the country’s 
spending far more than it 
has been taking in. 
Politicians in both major 
U.S. parties are showing 
no signs of giving up on 


the deep partisan divisions 
that have crippled legisla¬ 
tive action in Washington 
despite Obama’s strong 
victory for a second White 
House term. 

White House officials be¬ 
lieve Obama's frip Friday 
would build momentum 
for his case, even as Re¬ 
publicans describe it as an 
irritant and an obstacle to 
productive talks. Obama 
insists on higher taxes for 
the top 2 percent of earn¬ 


ers and casts Republicans 
as an obstacle to a deal. 
Republicans have said they 
are open to new tax rev¬ 
enue but not higher rates. 
Obama said both sides 
need to “get out of our 
comfort zones” to reach 
an agreement. Obama 
toured and spoke at the 
Rodon Group manufactur¬ 
ing facility, showcasing the 
company as an example 
of a business that depends 
on middle-class consum¬ 
ers during the holiday sea¬ 
son. The company manu¬ 
factures parts for K’NEX 
Brands, a construction toy 
company. □ 



President Barack Obama waves after speaking at the Rodon Group, which manufactures over 95% 
of the parts for K’NEX Brands toys, Friday, Nov. 30, 2012, in Hatfield, Pa. The visit comes as the White 
House continues a week of public outreach efforts, while also attempting to negotiate a deal with 
congressional leaders. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 
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Obama defense pick could 
come sooner than expected 



This Dec, 18, 2008 file photo shows then-Nebraska Sen. Chuck 
Hagel in Omaha, Neb. Senior administration officials tell The 
Associated Press that President Barack Obama could name his 
next defense secretary in December, far sooner than expected 
and perhaps in a high-powered package announcement along 
with his choice for secretary of state. The top names under 
consideration for defense secretary include Hagel. 

(AP Photo/Dave Weaver) 


BEN FELLER 
JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama could 
name his next defense sec¬ 
retary in December, far 
sooner than expected and 
perhaps in a high-powered 
package announcement 
with his choice for secre¬ 
tary of state, several senior 
administration officials tell 
The Associated Press. 

The personnel moves, cou¬ 
pled with Obama’s coming 
choice for a new leader of 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency, will be viewed 
by U.S. allies and enemies 
alike as signal of how he 
will pursue national secu¬ 


rity in a second term. All of 
his choices will be subject 
to Senate confirmation, 
which itself is a significant 
factor in his decisions. The 
top names under consider¬ 
ation for defense secretary 
are former Republican Sen. 
Chuck Hagel, former top 
Pentagon official Michele 
Flournoy, Deputy Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter 
and Democratic Sen. John 
Kerry. Among those, Kerry is 
seen as desiring the secre¬ 
tary of state’s job more. 
While Obama has made 
no final decisions on Cabi¬ 
net vacancies, announce¬ 
ments could come as soon 
as next week. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta 


has made clear he did not 
intend to stay for a sec¬ 
ond term but he has never 
publicly discussed the tim¬ 
ing of his departure, widely 
thought to be down the 
road in 2013. Yet Obama’s 
thinking on Panetta's re¬ 
placement has quietly ad¬ 
vanced, aided by a strong 
list of candidates, officials 
said. One senior U.S. of¬ 
ficial said Panetta is ex¬ 
pected to stay on the job 
at least through the Jan 
21 inauguration ceremony 
for Obama, another sign 
that the president is close 
to naming a new defense 
chief. The officials spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were not 
authorized to publicly dis¬ 
cuss internal White House 
thinking. Far more political 
attention has centered on 
the chief diplomatic job of 
secretary of state. Obama 
is believed almost certain 
to pick Kerry or U.N. Am¬ 


bassador Susan Rice, with 
Obama’s considerations of 
his choice so closely held 
that even members of his 
innermost circle are asking 
each other which way he 
may go. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton has 


long announced her plans 
to leave and hopes to do 
so soon. The White House is 
considering packaging the 
state and defense choices 
with the flourish of a unified 
announcement, if the piec¬ 
es come together. □ 


Tribes raise $9M for sacred land 


KRISTI EATON 
Associated Press 
SIOUX FALLS, South Dako¬ 
ta (AP) — After months of 
high-profile fundraising that 
drew celebrities’ attention 
and dollars, a group of Na¬ 
tive American tribes has 
raised $9 million to buy a 
piece of land in South Da¬ 
kota's Black Hills that they 
consider sacred, an official 
with an Indian land foun¬ 
dation said Friday. 

The Indian Land Tenure 
Foundation president Cris 
Stainbrook told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the tribes 
raised enough money to 
purchase the land from its 
current owners. The foun¬ 
dation was one of several 
groups and organizations 


leading the effort to buy 
the land. 

The deal was finalized Fri¬ 
day, which was the dead¬ 
line for the tribes to raise 
the money. 

The land, known as Pe’ Sla, 
went up for sale after be¬ 
ing privately owned. Mem¬ 
bers of the Great Sioux Na¬ 
tion have been allowed 
to gather there every year 
to perform rituals. The site 
plays a key role in the 
tribes’ creation story, and 
members fear new owners 
would develop it. 

Tribal leaders from three 
Sioux tribes — Rosebud 
Sioux President Cyril Scott, 
Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Chairman Charlie Vig 
and Crow Creek Chairman 


Brandon Sazue — released 
a joint statement Friday, 
saying they are happy to 
be able to reclaim one of 
their sacred sites. 

Those three tribes were the 
only ones to contribute to 
the purchase, Scott said. 
Tribal leaders would not say 
how much each tribe con¬ 
tributed to the purchase. 
The three leaders said they 
exercised their tribal sover¬ 
eign authority. 

“It’s a great day for Indian 
Country," Scott said in a 
phone interview with The 
Associated Press. Scott 
also said that all Sioux tribal 
members are invited to the 
land and that tribal leaders 
plan to form a commission 
to preserve the land. □ 
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After the storm, moving from expanding to rebuilding 




CARA BUCKLEY 
© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - “Where do 
you start?” asked Ralph 
Gorham, his breath trailing 
clouds as he stood with his 
wife, Susan Povich, in their 
gutted store, the Red Hook 
Lobster Pound. 

Wires dangled from the un¬ 
finished ceiling. The bottom 
half of a mural depicting 
giant red lobsters frolicking 
with pirate ships was shorn 


before adding softly, “But if 
you want me to go get a 
pack, I will.” 

Like almost every other 
business on Van Brunt 
Street in the heart of Red 
Hook, Brooklyn, the lobster 
pound was trounced by 
Hurricane Sandy’s relent¬ 
less surge, submerged un¬ 
der about 4 feet of saltwa¬ 
ter laced with diesel fuel. 

A month after Sandy, the 
couple was still struggling 


able. Across the street, in 
their indoor parking area, 
sat the couple’s prized and 
behemoth food truck, Big 
Red, its engine shot. 

Even after the waters re¬ 
ceded, the damage kept 
revealing itself. “Slowly ev¬ 
erything started to react 
to the 12-hour soaking,” 
Povich, 49, said. The wood 
floors began lifting and the 
handcrafted wainscoting 
buckled. Gorham threw 


The exterior of the Red Hook Lobster Pound, which is owned by Ralph Gorham and his wife, Susan 
Povich, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. The couple is facing a huge task in restoring their 
business after it was flooded during Hurricane Sandy. (Ozier Muhammad/The New York Times) 


ventilation system, though 
they have had a tough 
time finding good contrac¬ 
tors to get the heating sys¬ 
tem in. They are also build¬ 
ing a customer bathroom. 
Gorham, who is 55 and was 
originally a furniture maker, 
has neither the time nor the 
will to mill more wood for 
the floors or walls - and be¬ 
sides, all his equipment in 
his woodworking shop be¬ 
hind the store was flooded, 
too. 

But every step forward re¬ 
quires the couple to rec¬ 
oncile their often differing 
viewpoints. “If I had to do 
an epoxy,” Povich mused, 
“I'd do it the color of the 
ocean.” “Oh jeez," Gor¬ 


ham exclaimed, throwing 
his hands up and walking 
to the back. “That’s our 
biggest issue,” Povich said, 
“I want things to be warm 
and pretty, and Ralph 
wants it to be functional.” 
Theirs is a fiery relationship, 
but Gorham said he drew 
strength from Povich's met¬ 
tle. “I couldn't have made 
it without her,” he said 
later that day. “She’s one 
tough chick.” The couple, 
who live in Red Hook, had 
started small - tiny - selling 
a few dozen live lobsters 
out of the crude storefront 
of their modest commer¬ 
cial building on Van Brunt 
Street, where Gorham kept 
the woodworking shopO 
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off. Newly bare cement 
walls, stripped of drenched 
Sheetrock, revealed electri¬ 
cal wires and outlets snaked 
through with rust. The refrig¬ 
erators, even the walk-in 
model, were long gone, 
and emptied of the $40,000 
worth of lobster meat that 
had to be tossed out. 

And on that day this week, 
Povich, stressed out, was 
craving a cigarette. “Susan, 
I’m not going to smoke,” 
Gorham said sternly, over 
the pounding of hammers. 


to comprehend the mag¬ 
nitude of the damage that 
their 3 1/2-year-old busi¬ 
ness had withstood. 

When Gorham drove 
through floodwaters to get 
to his store in the predawn 
hours after Hurricane San¬ 
dy struck, he was greeted 
by dozens of lobsters float¬ 
ing dead in the murk. Re¬ 
frigerators and fryers were 
toppled and, along with 
the boiler and baseboard 
heaters, flooded with filthy 
water, and unsalvage- 


himself into the demoli¬ 
tion until pinched nerves 
in his neck and back, only 
recently tamed through 
physical therapy, roared 
back. Eager volunteers 
showed up - “We kept get¬ 
ting really cute girls with 
brooms," Povich said - but 
the couple soon learned 
they needed to hire demo¬ 
lition experts. They plan to 
rebuild the store to guard 
against future floods with 
waterproof epoxy floors 
and a rooftop heating and 
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Egypt draft constitution met with mass protest 



Egyptians gather in front of a banner in Arabic that reads, “members of the Muslim Brotherhood 
are not allowed,” during a demonstration in Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt, Friday, Nov. 30, 2012. 
Liberal and secular parties held major protests against Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi’s 
latest decrees granting himself almost complete powers. 


LEE KEATH 
MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — Protesters 
flooded Cairo’s Tahrir Square 
on Friday in the second giant 
rally this week, angrily vow¬ 
ing to bring down a draft con¬ 
stitution approved by allies of 
President Mohammed Morsi, 
as Egypt appeared headed to¬ 
ward a volatile confrontation 
between the opposition and 
ruling Islamists. 

The protests have highlighted 
an increasingly cohesive op¬ 
position leadership of promi¬ 
nent liberal and secular poli¬ 
ticians trying to direct public 
anger against Morsi and the 
Islamists — a contrast to the 
leaderless youth uprising last 
year which toppled autocrat 
Hosni Mubarak. 

The opposition announced 
plans for an intensified street 
campaign of protests and civil 
disobedience and even a pos¬ 
sible march on Morsi’s presi¬ 
dential palace to prevent him 
from calling a nationwide ref¬ 
erendum on the draft, which it 
must pass to come into effect. 
Top judges announced Friday 


they may refuse to monitor 
any referendum, rendering it 
invalid. 

If a referendum is called, “we 
will go to him at the palace 
and topple him,” insisted one 
protester, Yasser Said, a busi¬ 
nessman who said he voted for 


Morsi in last summer’s presi¬ 
dential election. 

Islamists, however, are gear¬ 
ing up as well. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, 
from which Morsi hails, 
drummed up supporters for 
its own mass rally Saturday. 


(AP Photo/Nariman El-Mofty) 

Islamists boasted their turn¬ 
out would show that the pub¬ 
lic supports the push by the 
country’s first freely elected 
president to quickly bring a 
constitution and provide sta¬ 
bility after nearly two years of 
turmoil. 


Brotherhood activists in sev¬ 
eral cities passed out fliers 
calling for people to come out 
and “support Islamic law.” A 
number of Muslim clerics in 
Friday sermons in the southern 
city of Assiut called the presi¬ 
dent’s opponents “enemies of 
God and Islam.” 

The week-old crisis has al¬ 
ready seen clashes between 
the two camps that left two 
dead and hundreds injured. 
On Friday, Morsi opponents 
and supporters rained stones 
and firebombs on each other 
in the Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria and the southern 
city of Fuxor. 

The Islamist-led assembly 
that worked on the draft for 
months passed it in a rushed, 
16-hour session that lasted un¬ 
til sunrise Friday. 

The vote was abruptly moved 
up to pass the draft before 
Egypt’s Constitutional Court 
rules on Sunday whether to 
dissolve the assembly. Fiber- 
al, secular and Christian mem¬ 
bers and secular members had 
already quit the council to pro¬ 
test what they call Islamists’ 
hijacking of the process.□ 
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Chinese delegation said to 
meet with N Korean leader 


CHOESANG-HUN 
© 2012 New York Times 
SEOUL, South Korea - A 

delegation dispatched by 
China’s new leader, Xi Jin¬ 
ping, met with the North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un on 
Friday, North Korean state 
media reported, amid signs 
that North Korea is stepping 
up its nuclear and long- 
range missile programs. 

The allies pledged to bolster 
their ties as Kim met with Li 
Jianguo, vice chairman of 
the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Con¬ 
gress, and other officials of 
the Communist Party of Chi¬ 
na in the North Korean capi¬ 
tal, Pyongyang, according 
to the reports. 

Li delivered a letter from Xi 
to Kim, the North’s state-run 
Korean Central Broadcast¬ 
ing Station reported. South 
Korean media speculated 
that Xi might have invited 


Kim to visit China for the 
first time since assuming 
power after the death of 
his father, Kim Jong II, last 
December. 

On Thursday, the United 
Nations’ top nuclear of¬ 
ficial said that North Ko¬ 
rea had made additional 
progress in the construc¬ 
tion of a new nuclear re¬ 
actor, which the country 
could use to expand its 
capacity to produce fuel 
for nuclear weapons. 
Yukiya Amano, director 
general of the Internation¬ 
al Atomic Energy Agency, 
told its governing board 
that North Korea has 
“largely completed work 
on the exterior of the main 
buildings” of a new nucle¬ 
ar reactor under construc¬ 
tion in the North’s main 
nuclear complex in Yong- 
byon, north of Pyongyang, 
according to ReutersO 


Draghi sees EU recovery 
in second half of 2013 


DAVID JOLLY 
© 2012 New York Times 

PARIS - The head of the Eu¬ 
ropean Central Bank, Mario 
Draghi, predicted Friday 
that the eurozone economy 
would begin to recover in 
the latter part of next year, 
his confidence contrast¬ 
ing sharply with an official 
report showing that unem¬ 
ployment in the 17-nation 
bloc continues to set new 
records. 

“We haven't gotten out of 
the crisis yet," Draghi told 
Europe 1 radio in Paris. “The 
recovery for the entire euro¬ 
zone will no doubt begin in 
the second half of 2013.” 
That was a firmer forecast 
than Draghi gave earlier 
this month, when he said 
only that growth next year 
would be weak. 

Draghi acknowledged that 
government austerity mea¬ 
sures would bring “a short¬ 
term contraction in eco¬ 
nomic activity," something 
he said was “inevitable.” 
And he said again that the 
central bank was ready 
to do “everything neces¬ 
sary” to maintain stability in 
the eurozone, a reminder 
that the central bank has 


agreed to buy the debts 
of Spain and Italy in any 
amount necessary to hold 
down their borrowing 
costs. 

Those efforts have borne 
fruit, with market rates for 
Spanish and Italian gov¬ 
ernment bonds falling 
from crisis levels at the start 
of the year to reach an 
approximation of normal 
over the last week.Q 


Israel pushing settlement in 
disputed area of Jerusalem 


JODI RUDOREN 
© 2012 New York Times 
JERUSALEM - As the U N. 

General Assembly voted 
overwhelmingly to up¬ 
grade the Palestinians' 
status Thursday night, Israel 


took steps toward build¬ 
ing housing in a controver¬ 
sial area of East Jerusalem 
known as El, where Jew¬ 
ish settlements have long 
been seen as the death 
knell for a two-state solu¬ 
tion to the Israeli-Palestin- 
ian conflict. 

A senior Israeli official, 
speaking on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity, said on 
Friday that the decision 
was made late Thursday 
night to move forward on 
“preliminary zoning and 
planning preparations” for 


housing units in El, which 
would connect the large 
settlement of Maale Adu- 
mim to Jerusalem and 
therefore make it impos¬ 
sible to connect the Pal¬ 
estinian cities of Ramallah 


and Bethlehem to Palestin¬ 
ian neighborhoods of East 
Jerusalem. Israel also au¬ 
thorized the construction of 
3,000 housing units in other 
parts of East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank, the official 
said. The prime minister's 
office refused to comment 
on whether the settlement 
expansion - first reported 
on Twitter by a reporter for 
the Israeli daily Haaretz - 
was punishment for the Pal¬ 
estinians' success in obtain¬ 
ing nonmember observer 
state status at the United 


Nations, but it was widely 
seen as such. The United 
States, one of only eight 
countries that stood with 
Israel in voting against the 
Palestinians' upgrade, has 
for two decades vigorously 
opposed construction in 
El, a 3,000-acre expanse 
of hilly parkland where a 
police station was opened 
in 2008. 

In Washington, a State De¬ 
partment official criticized 
the move. “We reiterate 
our longstanding opposi¬ 
tion to settlements and 
East Jerusalem construc¬ 
tion," he said. “We believe 
it is counterproductive and 
makes it harder to resume 
direct negotiations and 
achieve a two-state out¬ 
come.” Hagit Ofran, who 
runs the Settlement Watch 
project of Peace Now, 
called El a “deal breaker 
for the two-state solution” 
and decried the decision 
as “disastrous." 

“Instead of punishing the 
Palestinians, they are actu¬ 
ally punishing Israel,” Ofran, 
who is Israeli, said in an in¬ 
terview. “Instead of taking 
advantage of this bid in 
the U.N. and calling for ne¬ 
gotiations to get to a two- 
state solution, this govern¬ 
ment is choosing to take 
actions that might prevent 
the possibility of a two-state 
solution. "□ 



From his home in East Jerusalem, Haj Ibrahim Ahmad Hawa looks 
at the separation barrier surrounding Jerusalem, with the Israeli 
settlement of Maale Adumin in the background. Israel took steps 
toward building housing in a controversial area of East Jerusalem 
following the overwhelming vote at the United Nations General 
Assembly to upgrade the Palestinians’ status on Nov. 29, 2012. 

(Rina Castelnuovo/The New York Times) 
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PRI party returning to govern a changed Mexico 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) The 
political party that ruled Mex¬ 
ico for seven straight decades 
is back, assuring Mexicans 
there’s no chance of a return to 
what some called “the perfect 
dictatorship” that was marked 
by a mixture of populist hand¬ 
outs, rigged votes and occa¬ 
sional bloodshed. 

The Institutional Revolution¬ 
ary Party, or PRI, reclaims 
the presidency Saturday after 
12 years out of power, and 
President-elect Enrique Pena 
Nieto calls it a crowning mo¬ 
ment of an effort to reform and 
modernize the party that ruled 
without interruption from 
1929 to 2000. 

He promises an agenda of 
free enterprise, efficiency and 
accountability. He’s pushing 
for reforms that could bring 
major new private investment 
in Mexico’s crucial but creak¬ 
ing state-owned oil indus¬ 


try, changes that have been 
blocked for decades by na¬ 
tionalist suspicion of foreign 
meddling in the oil business. 
PRI leaders acknowledge the 
party is returning to power in 


a Mexico radically different 
from what it was in the party’s 
heyday. The nation has an 
open, market-oriented econo¬ 
my, a freer, more aggressive 
press, an opposition that can 


communicate at the speed of 
the Internet and a population 
that knows the PRI can be 
kicked out of power. 

“The skeptics say that the PRI 
will return to the past, as if 


such a thing were possible,” 
Yet critics already see hints 
of a yearning for the old days 
of an imperial presidency in 
some of the measures the PRI 
is pushing through Congress. 
A bill proposed by Pena Nieto 
would gather the police and 
security apparatus under the 
control of the Interior Depart¬ 
ment, an office long used by 
the PRI to co-opt or pressure 
opponents, rig elections and 
strong-arm the media. 

PRI leaders say the measure 
would unify a fractured secu¬ 
rity apparatus and produce a 
more coordinated strategy in 
Mexico’s fight against drug 
cartels. 

Political analyst Raymundo 
Riva Palacio says a return to 
the old ways is unlikely, not¬ 
ing there are now independent 
electoral authorities, judges 
and rights groups to help keep 
authorities in line. “I don’t 
think they’ll try to restore the 
old regime.□ 



Transition team leader Miguel Angel Osorio Chong, standing at the podium, speaks during the pre¬ 
sentation of the cabinet of Mexico’s President-elect Enrique Pena Nieto in Mexico City, Friday Nov. 
30, 2012. Osorio Chong says he will take the top position of secretary of the interior in the cabinet of 
Pena Nieto who will be sworn into office on Saturday. 

(AP Photo/Marco Ugarte) 


Congo rebels indefinitely delay exit from Goma 


MELANIE GOUBY 
RUKMINI CALLIMACHI 
Associated Press 

GOMA, Congo (AP) — Reb¬ 
els who are believed to be 
backed by Rwanda once again 
postponed their departure 
from Congo’s key eastern city 
of Goma on Friday, defying 
an international ultimatum for 
the second time. 

The delay raises the possibil¬ 


ity that the M23 rebels don’t 
intend to leave the city they 
seized last week, giving cre¬ 
dence to a U.N. expert report 
that says neighboring Rwanda 
is using the rebels as a proxy 
to annex territory in mineral- 
rich eastern Congo. 

An M23 spokesman said Fri¬ 
day morning that for “logisti¬ 
cal reasons” the rebels needed 
48 more hours to complete 


their withdrawal, promising 
that the fighters would leave 
Goma by Sunday. 

Later in the day, the rebels 
attempted to force their way 
into Goma’s international 
airport to seize arms belong¬ 
ing to the Congolese military 
that were being safeguarded 
there. Although the city fell 
to the rebels last week, U.N. 
peacekeepers regained control 


of the airport and blocked the 
fighters from entering Friday. 
“The (U.N.) is blocking us. 
They are not letting us orga¬ 
nize ourselves logistically, 
and letting us reach our am¬ 
munitions at the airport. This 
could change everything. We 
will not leave until this is 
solved,” said M23 Gen. Sul- 
tani Makenga. 

A regional bloc representing 


the nations bordering Congo 
had issued a Friday deadline 
for the M23 fighters to retreat, 
after the rebels had thumbed 
their nose at an earlier ultima¬ 
tum. 

“We are not blocking them 
from leaving Goma, that is ab¬ 
solutely not true,” said Mad- 
nodje Mounoubai, spokesman 
for the U.N. peacekeeping 
mission. 
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Multi-million gold heist from Curacao boat 
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Guyana officials seize 
350 Kilos of cocaine 


GEORGETOWN, Guyana 

(AP) — Authorities in Guy¬ 
ana say they have seized 
more than 350 kilograms of 
cocaine hidden in a ship¬ 
ment of soap destined for 
Nigeria. 

The South American coun¬ 
try's revenue authority says 
police and customs agents 


found the drugs Thursday in 
a shipping container filled 
with soap powder that was 
stored on a ship set to sail 
for the West African nation 
next week. 

Police have arrested sever¬ 
al suspects but declined to 
disclose more specifics.Q 
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KAREN ATTIAH 
Associated Press 
WILLEMSTAD, Curacao (AP) 

— Masked men in jackets 
emblazoned with the word 
“police” boarded a fishing 
boat Friday in Curacao and 
stole 70 gold bars worth an 
estimated $11.5 million, offi¬ 
cials on the southern Carib¬ 
bean island said. 

The boat’s captain was 
struck in the head in the 
early-morning assault be¬ 
fore the thieves made off 
with the gold in three cars, 
police spokesman Reg¬ 
gie Huggins said. Authori¬ 
ties believe there were at 
least six men involved in 
the heist. No suspects were 
in custody. 

Huggins declined to say 
who owned the approxi¬ 
mately 216 kilograms (476 
pounds) of gold but he said 
it was a legal shipment that 
was being trans-shipped 
through Curacao and offi¬ 
cials in the island had been 
advised in advance that it 
was coming as part of nor¬ 
mal security protocols. He 
declined to disclose the 
eventual destination of the 
metal. 

“Authorities knew of the 
shipment because the of¬ 
ficial procedure was fol¬ 
lowed," the spokesman 
said. 

Huggins said that guards to 
the port area let the assail¬ 


gold to the captain, who 
was meeting with authori¬ 
ties on the Dutch Caribbe¬ 
an island and not immedi¬ 
ately available. 

Emmanuel said the gold 
was locked away when the 
thieves boarded the ves¬ 
sel. “They took everything,” 
he said. The crew member 
said neither he nor any¬ 
one else on the vessel was 
armed. “This is normal,” 
he said. “We never carry 
arms. Since I started work¬ 
ing here, I’ve transported 
gold once before, and this 
is the system." Colin Spar- 
man, executive secretary 
of the Guyana Gold and 
Diamond Miners Associa¬ 
tion, said legal shipments 
are typically made by air 
under heavy security. 
Curacao, just north of Ven¬ 
ezuela, is primarily known 
as tourist destination, par¬ 
ticularly for divers. It is also 
an offshore financial cen¬ 
ter, especially for people 
from South America. □ 


ants inside a restricted area 
in the mistaken belief that 
they were customs officials. 
The men’s jackets had the 
word “police" in English 


ance, would seem an un¬ 
likely place to stash that 
amount of gold. The “Sum¬ 
mer Bliss" is a fishing boat 
with rust streaks on its white 


left Guyana four days ago 
and arrived early Friday in 
Curacao. Contradicting 
police, he said they were 
delivering the gold to a 


The “Summer Bliss” fishing boat sits docked at the Willemstad port in Curacao, Friday, Nov. 30, 
2012. Masked men in jackets emblazoned with the word “police” boarded the “Summer Bliss” in 
an early morning assault on Friday and stole 70 gold bars worth an estimated $11.5 million, police 
spokesman Reggie Huggins said. He declined to say who owned the approximately 216 kilograms 
(476 pounds) of gold but he said it was a legal shipment that was being transshipped through Cu¬ 
racao and officials in the island had been advised in advance that it was coming as part of normal 
security protocols. 

(AP Photo/Karen Attiah) 


but in Curacao the word 
would be written in Papia- 
mento, one of the island’s 
three official languages, as 
“polis.” During the robbery, 
crew members said they 
wore hoods and masks and 
made off with the gold in a 
matter of minutes. 

“The crew said it was like 
a movie operation, very 
fast," Huggins said. 

The captain and three 
crew members were from 
the South American coun¬ 
try of Guyana, he said. 

The boat, by its appear¬ 


cabin and no visible secu¬ 
rity. A crew member who 
gave his name as Ray¬ 
mond Emmanuel told The 
Associated Press that they 


company in Curacao but 
said he did not know the 
name of the business. 

He referred questions 
about the source of the 
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Ukraine fighting worst AIDS epidemic in Europe 


MARIA DANILOVA 
Associated Press 
BUCHA, Ukraine (AP) — 

Andrei Mandrykin, an in¬ 
mate at Prison No. 85 out¬ 
side Kiev, has HIV. He looks 
ghostly and much older 
than his 35 years. But Man¬ 
drykin is better off than tens 
of thousands of his country¬ 
men, because is he receiv¬ 
ing treatment amid what 
the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion says is the worst AIDS 
epidemic in Europe. 

Ahead of World AIDS Day 
on Saturday, international 
organizations have urged 
the Ukrainian government 
to increase funding for 
treatment and do more to 
prevent HIV from spreading 
from high-risk groups into 
the mainstream popula¬ 
tion, where it is even harder 
to manage and control. 

An estimated 230,000 Ukrai¬ 
nians, or about 0.8 percent 
of people aged 15 to 49, 
are living with HIV, the vi¬ 
rus that causes AIDS. Some 
120,000 are in urgent need 
of anti-retroviral therapy, 
which can greatly prolong 
and improve the quality 
of their lives. But due to a 
lack of funds, fewer than a 
quarter are receiving the 
drugs — one of the lowest 
levels in the world. 

Ukraine's AIDS epidemic is 
still concentrated among 
high-risk groups such as in¬ 
travenous drug users, sex 
workers, homosexuals and 
prisoners. But nearly half of 
new cases registered last 
year were traced to unpro¬ 
tected heterosexual con¬ 


tact. “Slowly but surely the 
epidemic is moving from 
the most-at-risk, vulnerable 
population to the general 
population,” said Nico¬ 
las Cantau of The Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuber¬ 
culosis and Malaria, who 
manages work in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia. 
“For the moment there is 


not enough treatment in 
Ukraine." Stigma is also 
a big problem for those 
with HIV in Ukraine. Liliya, 
a 65-year-old woman who 
would give only her first 
name, recently attended 
a class on how to tell her 
9-year-old great-grand¬ 
daughter that she has HIV. 
The girl, who contacted 
HIV at birth from her drug- 
abusing mother, has been 
denied a place in pre¬ 
school because of her di¬ 


agnosis. 

“People are like wolves, 
they don’t understand," 
said Liliya. “If any of fhe par¬ 
ents found out they would 
eat the child alive.” 

While the AIDS epidemic 
has plateaued elsewhere in 
the world, it is still progress¬ 
ing in Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia, according 


to Cantau. Nearly 21,200 
new cases were reported 
in Ukraine in 2011, the high¬ 
est number since the former 
Soviet republic registered 
its first case in 1987, and a 3 
percent increase over 2010. 
As a result of limited and 
often delayed treatment, 
the number of AIDS-related 
deaths grew 17 percent last 
year to about 3,800. 

Two years ago, Mandrykin, 
the prisoner, was on the 
verge of becoming part of 


that statistic, with his level 
of crucial CD4 immune 
cells — a way to measure 
the strength of the immune 
system — dropping to 11. In 
a healthy person, the CD4 
count is usually over 600. 

“I was lying in the hospital, 
I was dying,” said Man¬ 
drykin, who is serving seven 
years for robbery, his fourth 
stint in jail. “It’s a scary dis¬ 
ease.” After two years of 
freatmenf in a small prison 
clinic, his CD4 count has 
risen to 159 and he feels 
much better, although he 
looks exhausted and is still 
too weak to work in the 
workshop of the medium- 
security prison. The Ukrai¬ 
nian government currently 
focuses on testing and 
treating standard cases 
among the general popu¬ 
lation. The anti-retroviral 
treatment of more than 
1,000 inmates, as well as 
some 10,000 HIV patients 
across Ukraine who also 
require treatment for tuber¬ 
culosis and other compli¬ 
cations and all prevention 
and support activities, are 
paid for by foreign donors, 
mainly the Global Fund. 

The Global Fund is commit¬ 
ted to spending $640 million 
through 2016 to fight AIDS 
and tuberculosis in Ukraine 
and then hopes to hand 
over most of its programs to 
the Ukrainian government. 
Advocacy groups charge 
that corruption and indif¬ 
ference by government 
officials help fuel the epi¬ 
demic. During the past two 
years, Ukrainian authori¬ 
ties have seized vital AIDS 
drugs at the border due 
to technicalities, sent pros¬ 
ecutors to investigate AIDS 
support groups sponsored 
by the Global Fund and 
harassed patients on meth¬ 
adone substitution thera¬ 
py, prompting the Global 
Fund to threaten to freeze 
its prevention grant. Most 
recently, Ukraine’s parlia¬ 
ment gave initial approval 
to a bill that would impose 
jail terms of up to five years 
for any positive public de¬ 
piction of homosexuality. 
Western organizations say 
it would make the work of 
AIDS prevention organiza¬ 
tions that distribute con¬ 
doms and teach safe ho¬ 
mosexual sex illegal and 
further fuel the epidemic.Q 



Athens sees 
spiraling HIV 
crisis: Official 


ELENA BECATOROS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Athens is seeing an alarm¬ 
ing increase in new HIV 
infections, particularly 
among intravenous drug us¬ 
ers, health officials warned 
Friday, as Greece struggles 
through a protracted finan¬ 
cial crisis in which funding 
for health care and drug 
treatment programs has 
been slashed. 

While there were about 10- 
14 new HIV infections per 
year among Athens drug 
users from 2008 to 2010, 
that number shot up to 206 
new cases last year and 
487 new cases by October 
this year — a 15-fold and 
35-fold increase, respec¬ 
tively, officials said. 

“There is no doubt we have 
a big and rapidly develop¬ 
ing epidemic in Athens,” 
Athens University epide¬ 
miology and preventive 
medicine professor Ange¬ 
los Hatzakis said. 

A total of 1,049 new cases 
of HIV infection were re¬ 
corded in Greece in the 
first 10 months of this year, 
including the 487 drug us¬ 
ers. Of the others, 256 were 
gay men, while 108 caught 
the virus through heterosex¬ 
ual intercourse, the figures 
showed. 

“One of the reasons is the 
financial crisis,” European 
Center for Disease Preven¬ 
tion and Control director 
Marc Sprenger said. “There 
are more people who are 
vulnerable, marginalized” 
and who use drugs. 

They turn to cheaper drugs 
and turn to injecting in¬ 
stead of smoking in order 
to get the same high from 
a smaller quantity, officials 
said. 

“We are very concerned,” 
Sprenger said. “What we 
see now is this increase, 
and if you don’t really pay 
attention to this, it will be¬ 
come in the future a really 
huge burden.” 

Greece has been ham¬ 
mered by a financial crisis 
since late 2009 that has left 
the country facing a sixth 
year of a deep recession 
and with a quarter of the 
workforce unemployedO 






Oleh Martunyk, a patient with hepatitis C wears a medical mask 
reading “Quarantine”, during a demonstration in front of the 
memorial monument for AIDS victims in Kiev, Ukraine. Some 
50 sick and infected people with AIDS and related illnesses are 
demanding an increase in financial aid for the treatments. 

(AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky) 

















Aquarius Restaurant, Starbucks, Okeanos Spa and LG Smith 
preparing for the finale of the Island Extravaganza campaign! 




ORANJESTAD/ November 
2012- We are approaching 
the end of the Renaissance 
Aruba “Island Extravagan¬ 
za” campaign. During the 
remaining days customers 
can take advantage of 
fabulous offers and at the 
same time exchange their 
receipts for coupons to be 
part of the final raffle which 
will take place this Satur¬ 
day December 1st. 

This Saturday, visit the 
Okeanos Spa booth in the 
center of the Renaissance 
Mall from 10:00am and 
take advantage of special 
offers on; Opi Nail Polish Ex¬ 
press for only AFL. 10.00, a 
5 minutes Sothy’s Foot Mas¬ 
sage for AFL. 10.00, Mani¬ 
cure Gift Certificate for AFL. 
50.00, Pedicure Giff Cer¬ 
tificate for AFL. 60.00 or an 
Holiday Wrap for only AFL. 
75.00. There is also a great 
price for those who are 
active users of Facebook. 
Just LIKE the Okeanos Spa 
Facebook page and you 


are in the raffle to win a 
Couple Massage in the Spa 
Cove on the Renaissance 
Private Island. 

As part of the ‘Island Ex¬ 
travaganza’ campaign 
Aquarius Restaurant locat¬ 
ed on the second floor of 
the Renaissance Mall of¬ 
fers a great special on their 
‘All you can eat' seafood 
buffet for only $39 per per¬ 
son excluding 15% service 
charge; enjoy this special 
and receive 2 Balashi or 


Balashi Chill free. Sfarbucks 
also has its great special 
starting with its ‘12 days of 
gifting' on December the 
first. Specially for the Island 
Extravaganza, choose your 
mug and a bag of whole 
bean coffee or thee for $20 
or buy your 8 cup French 
press, a Starbucks scoop 
and a bag of whole bean 
coffee for only $45. Those 
who are looking for fhe per¬ 
fect Holiday gift, Starbucks 
offers its popular Gift Certifi¬ 
cate. If you haven't tasted 
the new Starbucks flavors 
for this season yet, now is 
the perfect time to taste the 
delightful; Gingerbread, 
Cranberrry White Mocha 
or the Toffee nut latte of 
Frappucino, accompa¬ 
nied by a delicious stuffed 
cheese or Pan de Jamon. 
L.G Smith’s Steak & Chop 
House will continue with its 
fabulous “Happy Hour Ex¬ 
travaganza” in its lounge 
every day from 11:00pm 


till 12:00pm with live enter¬ 
tainment. Enjoy our Extrav¬ 
aganza 3 course before 
the sun sets menu for only 
$79 per couple including 
service charge and first 
wine or beer. Serving time 
5:30 to 7:30pm. The Aru¬ 
ban community together 


with the on island visitors 
is invited to participate in 
this tremendous campaign 
and take advantage of all 
the special offers. A friendly 
reminder for all customers 
that still have to exchange 
their receipts this is possible 
at the Island Extravaganza 
booth in the Renaissance 
Mall or Marketplace until 
8pm. Shop, listen, dance 
and sing along this Satur¬ 
day during the grand fi¬ 
nale of fhe Island Extrava¬ 
ganza campaign and par¬ 
ticipate in the final raffle 
to win fabulous prizes like 
a new Hyundai Sonata, 7 
days Cruise vacation for 2, 
trip to New York for 2, trip to 
Curacao for 2 and much 
moreO 
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GRAND VICTORIA b r a est AU ra N t 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


Located at tha Palm Beach #134 neat the traffic lights- opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
tho best prices on all of our cuisines. Call; 5B6-4461 


umcasa 

Palm Ik ads MSJ * I d: (297 J 

Oittfl hiJufS; UviK.liiy . Sturdily @am ■ IJmkfmgW 
Stflurtisy 8*im - 10pm 

Has everything that you need for a goad 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, heach items and much mono. 



Roland and Sharon Messier honored by ATA at the Marriott Surf Club 



Recently the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very nice couple 
whom are loyal and friendly 
visitors of Aruba, at the Marriott 
Surf Club, as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors. The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of the 
Minister of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10-to-19 consec¬ 
utive years. The honorees were 
Roland and Sharon Messier, 
from Cranston, Rhode Island. 
Roland and Sharon are loyal 
members of the Marriott Surf 
Club and they love Aruba very 
much, because of the great 
friendly people, the climate, 
beaches, restaurants and the 
relaxation and great accom¬ 
modation that the island has to 
offer. The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ernest Giel, repre¬ 
senting the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority together with Luzdary 
Leest, representing the Marriott 
Surf ClubO 
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Things to buy and Lots to try, things to see and places to 

Saturday,December 1,201 



SHOP, DINE, PLAY AND UNWIND 

L.G. Smith Boulevard, City Center 



Renaissance Matl 


10 AM - 3 PM 

10 AM■8 PM 

11 AM - 3 PM 

12 PM - 2 PM 
3 PM - 7 PM 
5PM- 7 PM 


OJ 

Stores offers 

Clown handing out balloons 
Free holdog, popcorn a cotton candy 
Live enterteinmeni by Aeousiic Soul 
Free wine lasting 


Crystal & Seaport Casinos 




ULb 


at]7!Tir 


Stores open from TO AM until 8 PM 


H Renaissance Marketplace ^ 

9 AM - 10 AM 

Zumba Xtravaganza 

5 PM - 9 PM 

Kids entertainment; Dino Jump. 
Trampoline, Arts & Crafts, 

Face Painting, Cupcake & Cookie 
decorating. Free Popcorn and 

Cotton Candy, 

- 1 1 FM 

Stores offers 

6 PM - 8 PM 

Sint & Riel show 

6 PM - 11 PM 

Music Festival 

6 PM - 8 PM 

Banda Esquema @ Stage 2 

7 PM - 11 PM 

Tsunami @ Stage 1 

8 PM - 1 2 AM 

Boy Thcde &. su Orquesta @ Stage 2 

9 PM - 9:30 PM 

Raffle & Prizes @ Stage 2 


i ■ •■ w’ TX^TTI 
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At the Tamarijn Beach Resort: 


ATA honors Edmund and Dolores Heser! 


Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a very 
nice couple whom are 
loyal and friendly visitors 
of Aruba, at the Tamarijn 


Beach Resort, as Ambas¬ 
sadors of Goodwill. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 


to guests who visit Aruba 
for 20-or-more consecu¬ 
tive years. The honorees 
were Edmund and Dolores 
Heser. Edmund and Dolo¬ 
res are loyal guests of the 



Tamarijn Beach Resort, and 
they love Aruba very much, 
because of the great ex¬ 
tremely friendly people, 
the climate, beaches, res¬ 
taurants, and Aruba is the 
paradise for them. The cer¬ 


tificate was presented by 
Ernest Giel, representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity, together with Bradley 
and Carolina from the ac¬ 
tivities department of the 
Tamarijn Beach Resort.□ 



American Style Burgers Rule!! 



T he inspiration tor a good American style 
hamburger comes rfght from the owners 
backyard gnll. Aaron Waiisever - before his 
'retirement' - was known os "The King of Fireplaces 
& Grills’ 1 in New England. Moving to Aruba from 
Sharon, Massachusetts with his wife Rosie was a 
positive move an around - but their search for a 
good burger and tries didn't stretch for from home. 

It was this reason that Rosie & Aaron opened 5 
Burgers Aruba! as the name implies, there are 5 
specialty burgers of Fered including a mammoth 
western Burger, □ tasty melted Gouda Burger, a 
Farmers Burger complete wilh o fried egg. For the 
very hungry, a 3 patty Man Burger and lo round oul 
the specials - o jesly chicken breosi with special 
souce is also ovoi ioble. 

Of course, hamburgers and cheeseburgers - small 
and regular sized are also on Ihe menu. But the big 
surprise is the hand-cut daily - french fries - from 
seied Idaho potatoes and hand-made onion ringsl 
Cooking these in peanut oif leaves the pure potato 
Tlavor in Ihe fry. A favorite way to enjoy fries is wilh 
vinegar! These complement any meal ordered of 5 
Burgers! Burgers are pressed daily and are U.S.D.A. 
choice beef onfy and lighfly seasoned with a special spice blend. They can even satisfy you it you desire a veggie burger. 
Tappings ore encouraged and available ai no additional charge - raw or grilled onions 4 mushrooms, lettuce, tomato. BBQ 
sauce and many more tasty items, Brand new items to the menu include a hand-mode beef empanada and chicken bites. 
5 Burgers Aruba is open from Noon to lO-ish daily. Delivery is ovariable la your pool or hotel room! They ate located behind 
Senar Frogs and across Irom Ihe Radisson Hotel, Come by and enjoy o great burger experience. Rosie 4 Aaron are often on 
site - making sure that you are happy with your burger experience I Call 5 BURGERS ARUBA at SSii-3904.0 




































Atlanta Falcons tight end 
Tony Gonzalez (88) makes 
a catch for a touchdown as 
New Orleans Saints middle 
linebacker Curtis Lofton (50) 
defends during the first half 
of an NFL football game, 
Thursday, Nov. 29, 2012, in 
Atlanta. 

Associated Press 

Falcons pick 
off Brees 5 
times, beat 
Saints 23-13 

PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — The At¬ 
lanta Falcons moved to 
the brink of clinching an 
NFL division championship 
by beating New Orleans 
23-13 on Thursday, leaving 
the Saints and their quarter¬ 
back Drew Brees with egg 
on their faces as well as 
their team bus. 

After racing to a 17-0 lead, 
the Falcons turned to their 
defense to make it stand 
up, picking off five of Brees' 
passes and ending his NFL- 
record touchdown streak. 
The Falcons (11-1) will 
clinch the NFC South with a 
month to go if Tampa Bay 
loses at Denver on Sunday. 
They also dealt a big blow 
to the Saints (5-7) and their 
fading playoff hopes. 
William Moore had two 
of the five interceptions, 
which were the most of 
Brees' career and came 
four days after he had two 
passes picked off and re¬ 
turned for touchdowns in a 
loss to San Francisco. 

Continued on Page 21 



[in^his Oct. 2, 2012 file photo. New York 
fM^tsjjDavid .Wright follows through against 
ffn^Wiami Marlins during a baseball game 
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Sharapova aims for top spot after return to form 


DANIELLA MATAR 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Maria 
Sharapova is looking to re¬ 
turn to the No. 1 spot in the 
world rankings after redis¬ 
covering her best form this 
year. 

Sharapova endured a dif¬ 
ficult few years after un¬ 
dergoing shoulder surgery 
at the end of 2008, but has 
come back brilliantly and 
briefly reached No. 1 after 
winning the French Open 
to complete a career 
Grand Slam. “Obviously 
the goal is always to shoot 
for top spot and that’s al¬ 
ways where you want to be 
and stay,” Sharapova said 
on Friday. “It's one thing 
to reach the No. 1 rank¬ 
ing, another to keep it. “But 
what’s most important and 
the main goal is to win as 
many matches as you can 
and then the rankings takes 
care of itself. To get to No. 
1 the only thing to do is to 
work hard and you have 



Russia's Maria Sharapova, right, and Serbia's Ana Ivanovic 
smile at the end of a press conference to present Saturday’s 
exhibition tennis match against Italy’s Sara Errani and 
Roberta Vinci, in Milan, Italy, Friday, Nov. 30, 2012. 

Associated Press 


to treat every match, no 
matter what it is, the same. 
That's what we all do." 
Sharapova is in Milan to 
play an exhibition tourna¬ 
ment on Saturday, with an¬ 
other former No. 1, Ana Iva¬ 
novic. They will face Italians 
Sara Errani, who Sharapova 
beat in the French Open fi¬ 
nal, and Roberta Vinci. 


Errani also comes into the 
tournament off the back of 
a fantastic year, which has 
seen her rise from No. 45 at 
the beginning of 2012 to 
No. 6. As well as reaching 
the final at Ronaldo Gar¬ 
ros, Errani also progressed 
to the semifinals of the US 
Open and won the dou¬ 
bles title at both events 


with Vinci. 

“I never expected it all ei¬ 
ther, it’s been an incredible 
year," Errani said. “Starting 
from the Australian Open, I 
had very great results and 
was consistent, in the sin¬ 
gles as well as the doubles. 
It will be hard to repeat that 
next year, but I will always 
try to give my maximum. 
“Sharapova is a very strong 
player, so obviously it will 
be very difficult, but I'll try. 
She's very difficult to play 
against, very strong with 
lots of power. I'll do my best 
but it won’t be easy.” 

The match takes place af¬ 
ter Ivanovic’s against Vinci, 
while the Italian duo — who 
are top of the doubles rank¬ 
ings — then play together 
against Sharapova and 
Ivanovic. Ivanovic, who is 
currently No. 13, is also aim¬ 
ing to get back to the top 
of the rankings, a place she 
last occupied after winning 
the French Open in 2008. 
“That’s my goal,” she said. 


“I'm here and I feel I really 
have the potential to get 
back to the top and I want 
to work hard to do so. Last 
year was great, I hope this 
year will be even better. 
“2008 was amazing. I still 
remember that week in 
Paris. It was crazy because 
I realized two big dreams 
at the same time. It was 
very, very overwhelming. 
But it's true that since then 
it hasn't gone as I would 
have wanted but there is 
still time to get back there 
and I have all the ability to 
do so.” Vinci crushed Iva¬ 
novic 6-0, 6-0 at the Rogers 
Cup in August — the first 
time the Serbian had lost 
by such a result — but the 
world No. 16 isn’t expecting 
a similar result on Saturday. 
“That was a very particu¬ 
lar match," Vinci said. “Ev¬ 
erything worked out for 
me and nothing for her. 
So it won’t be the same 
tomorrow but I will give it 
everything.”□ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Moffo of Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your p/afe/” 



OffANJ£STAD - The down¬ 
town marina h home or 
Driftwood FEthing Charters,. 
Ihe *uCC«iful Fishermen 
*1 Ihe sMfW-tl 

e«l<iuron| orFftweetf In 
Oranjeiiad, 

DriltwOOd owner Herby 


Menywearhef F>gs gt \pve 
and passion For fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, wbal oui local 
waters nove co diet, and 
what ihe words “fresh 
food" really mean. 

Whai Herby OOtChffiWffl be 
served in his re-slauron! on 
ltM& same day, Herby lov« 
to shore his fishing passion 
with trie many visitor to the 
felgnd, His fleet of q 15 ft, 
Twin Engine Bertram yachi 
and a 50 El. Twin Engine 
fosi yacht, appropriately 
caned “DriFiwood i and n, 
bs gvaiiabte fo* charters gm 
a dotty baa* from Earn Eg 
12 noon and from 1 pm ra 




Winners Dl Inti. I-U^ES hhEUlna Croup Hub- Marlin fccFflaw T-o-umamcirf 1D09 


5pm, 

Calch your own dinner 

A chafe* Includes: 
captain, male, off Ushfng 
equipment, bail, joctas and 
boiled waier. On a PuH doy 
Charter sandwiches and 
snacks are gfsa included, 
red can cal Herby directly 
al (297) 592 4040 Of go la 
WWW ■drihwoodofubaeom . 

Drtfiwood Resiauram 


This authentic Aruban 
taad restc uranl is toe a led 
in characteristic dawnldwn 
Oronjeiiad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu hoi been jubted 
by many. Driftwood dte'S 
daily specials, as wen as a 
defciaw 4-cogree menu (or 
jusl $25.95 

Charier deep sea fishing 
rafts: 

*400-1/2 doy 


*740- lull day 
Rates per boat 
Max. £ people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Aulhenlic Arubon. Seafood 
fiesiouront: iciipstraot ! 2. 
Downtown Oranjeslad 
Tel; (297)5^3 2515 

www.drirtwDadDruba.CQm 

Opening houn: every day, 
from 5pm fill 10:30pm. 

Sunday Closed 
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AP source: Wright, Mets strike $138M, 8-year deal 


NEW YORK (AP) — Third 
baseman David Wright and 
the New York Mets agreed 
to a $138 million, eight-year 
contract on Friday, a per¬ 
son familiar with the nego¬ 
tiations told The Associated 
Press. 

The deal, the richest in 
franchise history, replaces 
Wright’s $16 million sal¬ 
ary for next season and in¬ 
cludes $122 million in new 
money, the person said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity because the 
agreement was not yet fi¬ 
nal. 

A homegrown fan favorite 
and the face of the fran¬ 
chise, Wright is the club's 
career leader in several 
major offensive categories 
including hits, RBIs, runs and 
walks. 

Wright is to attend team¬ 
mate Daniel Murphy’s 
wedding in Florida this 
weekend, then travel to 
New York for a physical. 
The contract with the six¬ 
time All-Star probably will 
be announced at next 
week’s Major League 
Baseball winter meetings 
in Nashville, Tennessee, the 
person said. 

Wright, who turns 30 on 
Dec. 20, would have been 
eligible for free agency af¬ 
ter next season. 


He batted .306 with 21 
homers and 93 RBIs last 
season as the Mets went 
74-88 and finished fourth in 
the National League East 
for the fourth straight year. 
Teammate Johan Santana 
signed a $137.5 million, six- 
year contract with New 
York after being acquired 
in a trade from Minnesota 
before the 2008 season. 
Wright made his Mets de¬ 
but in July 2004 and has 
earned two Gold Gloves, 
compiling a .301 career av¬ 
erage with 204 home runs 
and 818 RBIs in 8 1/2 major 
league seasons. He has of¬ 
ten expressed his desire to 
play his entire career with 
the Mets. Wright appears 
poised to sign a contract 
comparable in total com¬ 
pensation to the big deals 
handed out this year to star 
third basemen Evan Longo¬ 
ria and Ryan Zimmerman. 
Longoria agreed on Mon¬ 
day to a $136.6 million, 10- 
year contract with Tampa 
Bay that adds six guaran¬ 
teed seasons and $100 mil¬ 
lion to his previous deal. It 
includes a team option for 
2023 that could make the 
agreement worth $144.6 
million over 11 years. 
Zimmerman, a friend of 
Wright’s since they grew 
up playing youth baseball 


Former MLB All-Star 
Chan Ho Park retires 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

Former Major League Base¬ 
ball All-Star Chan Ho Park is 
retiring after a career span¬ 
ning nearly two decades 
in the United States, Japan 
and South Korea. 

Park was the first South Ko¬ 
rean-born player in the Ma¬ 
jor Leagues. 

The 39-year-old right-hand¬ 
er announced his retire¬ 
ment Friday in front of an 
array of uniforms he has 
worn over 30 years. 

Park holds the MLB record 
for most wins by an Asian 
pitcher. His career began 
with the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers in 1994 and included 
stops with the Texas Rang¬ 
ers, San Diego Padres and 
New York Yankees. 

Park, who played for Ja¬ 
pan's Orix Buffaloes and 



Former major league right¬ 
hander Chan Ho Park 
sheds tears during a press 
conference to announce his 
retirement, in Seoul, South 
Korea, Friday, Nov. 30, 2012. 

Associated Press 

South Korea’s Hanwha Ea¬ 
gles in the last two years, 
plans to study baseball ad¬ 
ministration in the U.S. □ 



In this April 25,2012 file photo. New York Mets’ David Wright is greeted by teammates in the dugout 
after hitting a two-run home run during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Miami 
Marlins in New York. Associated Press 


together in Virginia, signed February that guaranteed seasons, with a club option 
a deal with Washington in him $126 million for eight for2020.Q 
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NBA Capsules 

Heat edges second-string Spurs 


^f^ygggU 

105-100 



Miami Heat's Ray Allen, reacts after shooting a three pointer with 
few minutes left in the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game 
against the San Antonio Spurs in Miami on Thursday, Nov. 29, 
2012. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — The NBA 

plans to make San Antonio 
pay for resting four sfarfers. 
The Miami Heat almost 
could not. Ray Allen hit a 
go-ahead 3-pointer with 
22.6 seconds left and Mi¬ 
ami rallied late to beat the 
Spurs 105-100 on Thursday 
night — needing to dig 
deep despite San Anto¬ 
nio's decision to have four 
top players resting at home 
for a nationally televised 
game in a move that irri¬ 
tated NBA Commissioner 
David Stern. LeBron James 
finished with 23 points for 
the Heat. Allen scored 20, 
Dwyane Wade added 
19 and Chris Bosh had 18 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Miami, now 7-0 at home. 
Gary Neal scored 20 points 
for the Spurs, who played 
without Tim Duncan, Tony 
Parker, Manu Ginobili and 
Danny Green. The team's 
top foursome was sent 


back to San Antonio by 
coach Gregg Popovich, 
who said the move was 
in his team’s best interest. 
Stern wasn’t happy about 
it, calling the decision un¬ 
acceptable, apologizing 
to NBA fans and saying 
that substantial sanctions 
against the Spurs will follow. 
Tiago Splitter scored 18 
points and Nando De Colo 
added 15 for San Antonio, 
which finished a six-games- 
in-nine-nights road trip with 
a 5-1 record. The Spurs led 
by seven with about 5 min¬ 
utes left and were up 98-93 
after Neal made a 3-point¬ 
er with 2:14 remaining. The 
Heat finished on a 12-2 run, 
needing yet another late- 
game rally. 

WARRIORS 106, NUGGETS 
105 

OAKLAND,California (AP) — 

Andre Iguodala’s 3-pointer 
as the buzzer sounded was 
waived off, and Golden 
State held on for a wild 


win over Denver after four 
replay reviews over the fi¬ 
nal 3.4 seconds.Iguodala 
received a cross-court in¬ 
bounds pass and connect¬ 
ed from the left wing with a 


hand in his face, and Nug¬ 
gets players celebrated by 
running off the court to¬ 
ward their locker room. But 
the Warriors stayed put and 
waited on yet another re¬ 


view by officials at the scor¬ 
er's table — then began 
their own cheers at raucous 
Oracle Arena when offi¬ 
cials ruled the shot came 
just an instant after time 
expired. Iguodala missed 
the last of three free throws 
that would have tied the 
game with 3.4 seconds to 
go, but Denver still had two 
more chances to win. Da¬ 
vid Lee had a season-high 
31 points on 13-of-15 shoot¬ 
ing for the Warriors, who 
earned their first win of the 
season against the Nug¬ 
gets in the third meeting 
between the teams in a 20- 
day span. Klay Thompson 
scored 21 points and Ste¬ 
phen Curry had 20 points 
and a season-best 10 as¬ 
sists as Golden State (9-6) 
won for the fourth time in 
five games. Iguodala fin¬ 
ished with 22 points, and 
Danilo Gallinari added 20 
points and nine rebounds 
for the NuggetsO 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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Clearer playoff picture likely after Week 13 



New England Patriots' Julian Edelman (11) returns a fumble for a touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the 
New York Jets, Thursday, Nov. 22, 2012, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

NFL playoff picture could 
become crystal clear this 
weekend. Yes, it’s early, yet 
half of the division races 
could be over on Sunday, 
with the Baltimore Ravens, 
New England Patriots, Den¬ 
ver Broncos and Atlanta 
Falcons owning titles. 

The simplest route can 
be traversed by the Bron¬ 
cos and Patriots. Win and 
they're in: Denver at home 
to Tampa Bay, and New 
England at Miami. 

“We know it’s a big game. 
Miami knows it’s a big 
game. There aren’t many 
left,” Patriots coach Bill 
Belichick said. 

If the Broncos fall to the 
Buccaneers, they still win 
the AFC West if San Diego 
loses at home to Cincin¬ 
nati. “It's important,” Den¬ 
ver defensive end Elvis 
Dumervil said. “Obviously, 
you want to be champion 
of your division. It gives you 
the right to get to the play¬ 
offs. That's an accomplish¬ 
ment, especially when you 
don't have to wait on an¬ 
other team to win or lose.” 
Baltimore can eliminate 
visiting Pittsburgh from 
winning the AFC North by 
beating its archrival, and 
then can grab the division 
crown if Cincinnati loses at 
Oakland. 

“We're not worried about 
it,” Ravens linebacker Ter¬ 
rell Suggs said. “We know 
what the bigger picture 
is, the overall goal, and 

Falcons pick 

Continued from Page 17 

Brees had thrown touch¬ 
down passes in 54 con¬ 
secutive games, breaking 
Johnny Unitas’ long-stand¬ 
ing record. He had an ap¬ 
parent scoring pass to Dar¬ 
ren Sproles late in the first 
half, but it was nullified by a 
penalty. 

“I didn’t realize that until 
we walked off the field,” 
Falcons coach Mike Smith 
said. “That's an unbeliev¬ 
able streak. Drew Brees is 
an outstanding quarter¬ 
back. The way the defense 
played tonight speaks vol¬ 
umes. The guys had gone 


we can't be satisfied with 
anything so early in the 
season.” Considering the 
rest some regulars might 
be able to get, that seems 
somewhat shortsighted. 
The Houston Texans, who 
share the best record in 
the league with Atlanta at 
10-1, can't clinch the AFC 
South this week, but it can 
earn at least a wild-card 
spot with a victory or loss¬ 
es by two of the following 
three: Miami, Cincinnati 
and Pittsburgh. The Texans 
are at Tennessee. 

Peyton Manning’s first sea¬ 
son in Denver has been a 
mile high success by all 
measurements, and clinch¬ 
ing the division seems a 


out there and thrown 
touchdown after touch¬ 
down game after game 
after game.” 

When the Saints arrived 
in Atlanta, their bus was 
pelted by eggs at the air¬ 
port, a sign of the long ri¬ 
valry between the teams. 
New Orleans had dominat¬ 
ed in recent years, winning 
four in a row and 11 of 13. 
This time, Michael Turner 
scored on Atlanta’s open¬ 
ing possession, Tony Gon¬ 
zalez hauled in a touch¬ 
down pass from Matt Ryan, 
and Matt Bryant booted 
three field goals, including 
a 55-yarder. 

The defense did the rest. 


mere formality. If Man¬ 
ning gets nine completions 
against visiting Tampa Bay 
he will pass Dan Marino for 
second on the all-time list 
behind Brett Favre. 
Denver’s defense has so¬ 
lidified and linebacker Von 
Miller is playing as well as 
anyone in the league, on 
offense or defense. His unit 
will be tested by a Buc¬ 
caneers offense that has 
not scored fewer than 22 
points since Week 3, with 
rookie running back Doug 
Martin and wideouts Vin¬ 
cent Jackson and Mike Wil¬ 
liams particularly effective 
complementing quarter¬ 
back Josh Freeman. 
Meanwhile, the Patriots are 


back in their accustomed 
role as a Super Bowl favor¬ 
ite thanks to an unstoppa¬ 
ble offense (407 points, 80 
more than the next team), 
incredible turnover margin 
(an AFC-high 32 takeaways 
and conference-low eight 
giveaways) and a five- 
game winning streak. 

The Dolphins rarely chal¬ 
lenge the Patriots. In their 
last four wins at Miami, the 
Patriots have averaged 44 
points a game. 

They take the ball away 
... and then they lead the 
league with only eight 
giveaways,” Dolphins 
coach Joe Philbin says of 
the Patriots’ mastery in the 
division. “That’s a great 


place to start if you want 
to talk about winning foot¬ 
ball games in the National 
Football League." 

Also on Sunday, it’s Seattle 
at Chicago, Minnesota at 
Green Bay, San Francisco 
at St. Louis, Indianapolis 
at Detroit, Philadelphia at 
Dallas, Carolina at Kansas 
City, Arizona at the New 
York Jets, Jacksonville at 
Buffalo, and Cleveland at 
Oakland. 

On Monday, the New York 
Giants are in Washington. 
The action began on Thurs¬ 
day with Atlanta beating 
New Orleans 23-13, exploit¬ 
ing a career-worst five in¬ 
terceptions by Saints quar¬ 
terback Drew Brees. □ 


Thomas DeCoud, Sean 
Weatherspoon and Jona¬ 
than Babineaux also had 
interceptions for Atlanta, 
and another pick by Corey 
Peters was wiped out by a 
penalty. 

Brees had a couple of 
games with four picks, but 
nothing like this. He finished 
28 of 50 for 341 yards. 

The defending NFC South 
champion Saints will likely 
have to win out to have 
even a faint hope of mak¬ 
ing the postseason dur¬ 
ing a tumultuous year that 
was marred by a bounty 
scandal and a season-long 
suspension for coach Sean 
PaytonO 



Atlanta Falcons strong safety William Moore (25) returns an inter¬ 
ception during the second half of an NFL football game against 
the New Orleans Saints, Thursday, Nov. 29, 2012, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 
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Diabetes, sweetener link scrutinized 


Brand-name drug 
prices rise sharply 



A recent report shows that 
while the price of generic drugs 
has plummeted, the price 
of brand-name prescription 
medicines is rising far faster 
than the inflation rate. 

(Handout Photo) 

KATIE THOMAS 
© 2012 New York Times 

The price of brand-name 
prescription medicines is 
rising far faster than the in¬ 
flation rate, while the price 
of generic drugs has plum¬ 
meted, creating the larg¬ 
est gap so far between the 
two, according to a report 
published Wednesday by 
the pharmacy benefits 
manager Express Scripts. 
The report tracked an in¬ 
dex of commonly used 
drugs and found that the 
price of brand-name medi¬ 
cines increased more than 
13 percent from Septem¬ 
ber 2011 to this Septem¬ 
ber, which it said was more 
than six times the overall 
price inflation of consumer 
goods. Generic drug prices 
dipped by nearly 22 per¬ 
cent. 

The drop in the price of 
generics “represents low- 
hanging fruit for the coun¬ 
try to save money on health 
care,” said Dr. Steve Miller, 
the chief medical officer of 
Express Scripts, which man¬ 
ages the drug benefits for 
employers and insurers and 
also runs a mail-order phar¬ 
macy. 

The report was based on a 
random sample of 6 million 
Express Scripts members 
with prescription drug cov¬ 
erage. 

The Pharmaceutical Re¬ 
search and Manufactur¬ 
ers of America, the trade 
group representing brand- 
name manufacturers, said 
the report was skewed by a 
handful of high-priced spe¬ 
cialty drugs that are used 
by a small number of pa¬ 


tients and overlooked the 
crucial role of major drug 
makers. 

“Without the development 
of new medicines by in¬ 
novator companies, there 
would be neither the new 
treatments essential to 
progress against diseases 
nor generic copies,” Jo¬ 
sephine Martin, executive 
vice president of the group, 
said in a statement. 

The report cited the growth 
of specialty drugs, which 
treat diseases like can¬ 
cer and multiple sclerosis, 
as a major reason for the 
increase in spending on 
branded drugs. Spending 
on specialty medicines in¬ 
creased nearly 23 percent 
during the first three quar¬ 
ters of 2012, compared with 
the same period in 2011. All 
but one of the new medi¬ 
cines approved in the third 
quarter of this year were 
specialty drugs, the report 
found, and many of them 
were approved to treat ad¬ 
vanced cancers only when 
other drugs had failed. Ste¬ 
phen W. Schondelmeyer, a 
professor of pharmaceuti¬ 
cal economics at the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesota, said 
the potential benefits of 
many new drugs did not 
always match the lofty 
price tags. “Increasingly 
it’s going to be difficult for 
drug-benefit programs to 
make decisions about cov¬ 
erage and payment and 
which drugs to include,” 
said Schondelmeyer, who 
conducts a similar price re¬ 
port for AARP. He also helps 
manage the drug benefit 
program for the University 
of Minnesota. 

“We’re going to be faced 
with the issue that any drug 
at any price will not be sus¬ 
tainable," Schondelmeyer 
said. Spending on tradition¬ 
al medicines - which treat 
common ailments like high 
cholesterol and blood pres¬ 
sure - actually declined by 
0.6 percent during the pe¬ 
riod, the report found. That 
decline was mainly be¬ 
cause of the patent expira¬ 
tion of several blockbuster 
drugs, like Lipitorand Plavix, 
which opened the market 
for generic competitorsO 


STEPHANIE STROM 
© 2012 New York Times 

A new study that found a 
higher prevalence of dia¬ 
betes in countries with a 
high level of fructose corn 
syrup in their food supplies 
came under attack before 
it was even released this 
week, highlighting the ris¬ 
ing controversy over sweet¬ 
eners and the role they 
play in the nation’s health. 
The study found that type 2 
diabetes occurred 20 per¬ 
cent more often in coun¬ 
tries where high-fructose 
corn syrup was in common 
use, compared with coun¬ 
tries where it was rarely - or 
never - added to food. The 
study's authors reached 
their conclusion by evalu¬ 
ating existing statistics on 
body mass index, diabe¬ 
tes rates and global food 
consumption. But the cor¬ 
relation increased after ad¬ 
justments were made for 
country level differences in 
body mass, population and 
gross domestic product. 
“We're not saying that 
high-fructose corn syrup 
causes diabetes or that it is 
the only factor or even the 
only dietary factor with a 
relation to diabetes,” said 
Dr. Michael I. Goran, a pro¬ 
fessor of preventive medi¬ 
cine at the Keck School of 
Medicine of the University 
of Southern California and 
an author of the study. “But 
it does support a grow- 


MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Interna¬ 
tional health officials have 
confirmed two more fatal 
cases of a mysterious re¬ 
spiratory virus in the Middle 
East. 

The virus has so far sickened 
nine people and killed five 
of them. The new disease 
is a coronavirus related to 
SARS, which killed some 800 
people in a global epidem¬ 
ic in 2003, and belongs to 
a family of viruses that most 
often causes the common 
cold. 

The two cases date back 
to April and are part of a 
cluster of a dozen people, 
mostly health workers, who 


ing body of evidence link¬ 
ing high-fructose corn 
syrup and diabetes.” The 
study included 43 coun¬ 
tries where the availability 
of high-fructose corn syrup 
ranged from zero kilos per 
capita, like in India and 13 
other countries, to 24.78 ki¬ 
los (54.6 pounds) per capi¬ 


ta in the United States. The 
study, co-written by Stanley 
J. Ulijaszek, director of the 
Unit of Biocultural Variation 
and Obesity at the Institute 
of Social and Cultural An¬ 
thropology at the University 
of Oxford, and Emily E. Ven¬ 
tura, a research associate 
at the Childhood Obesity 
Research Center at USC, 
was scheduled for publica¬ 
tion Tuesday in the journal 


fell sick in an intensive care 
unit at a hospital in Zarqa, 
Jordan. Officials are investi¬ 
gating whether the 10 oth¬ 
er people who grew sick in 
Zarqa also were infected 
and how the virus might 
have spread. 

“It's too early to say wheth¬ 
er human-to-human trans¬ 
mission occurred or not, 
but we certainly can’t rule 
it out,” said WHO spokes¬ 
man Gregory Hartl. 

One of the Jordanian cases 
was a 40-year-old female. 
All of the other patients to 
date have been men. 

The new virus has so far 
been identified in patients 
from Saudi Arabia and Qa¬ 
tar. 


Global Public Health. But 
a copy reached the Corn 
Refiners Association, the in¬ 
dustry group representing 
the companies that pro¬ 
duce high-fructose corn 
syrup, which on Monday 
fired off a rebuttal. “This lat¬ 
est article by Dr. Goran is 
severely flawed, mislead¬ 


ing and risks setting off un¬ 
founded alarm about a 
safe and proven food and 
beverage ingredient," Au- 
drae Erickson, president of 
the association, said in a 
statement. Goran said he 
was prepared for criticism 
of the study, because the 
Corn Refiners attacked 
previous research he did 
on high-fructose corn syrup 
in soda. □ 


Scientists haven’t found 
any links between the spo¬ 
radic cases of the corona- 
virus so far, first detected in 
September. 

“We don’t know how the 
virus gets around and there 
are more questions than 
answers right now,” Hartl 
said. 

Several of the patients sick¬ 
ened by the new coronavi¬ 
rus have had rapid kidney 
failure and others have suf¬ 
fered severe pneumonia 
and respiratory illnesses. 
The virus is most closely re¬ 
lated to a bat virus and sci¬ 
entists are also considering 
whether bats or animals like 
camels or goats are a pos¬ 
sible source of infection.^ 


WHO: 

New virus cases emerge in Jordan 



A new study found a higher prevalence of diabetes in countries 
with a high level of fructose corn syrup in their food supplies. 

(Handout Photo) 
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VeriSign wins .com renewal, but can’t hike prices 



ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 
U.S. government has cleared 
VeriSign Inc. to manage the 
databases that house “.com” 
domain names for another six 
years, but the company won’t 
be allowed to raise prices 
without approval. 

Under the current contract, 
which expires Friday, Veri¬ 
Sign was guaranteed four 
price increases of up to 7 per¬ 
cent each on domain name 
registrations. VeriSign sought 
a similar guarantee as part 
of the contract renewal, but 
the Commerce Department 
rejected it. The new contract 
freezes the annual price at the 
current $7.85 per name, bar- 


By By DERRIK J. LANG 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) 

“The Amazing Spiderman,” 
6 ’Taxi Driver” and “The Ka¬ 
rate Kid” are getting some 
real resolution. 

The new, restored and re¬ 
booted films from Sony Pic¬ 
tures are among the content 
coming pre-loaded on a video 
player bundled with Sony’s 
first ultra-high-definition tele¬ 
vision, a massive 84-inch set 
that retails for $24,999.99 and 
features nearly four times the 
resolution of typical high-def¬ 
inition TVs. 

“People ask the question, 4 Do 
I need to get a bigger house to 
fit an 84-inch TV?”’ said Chris 
Cookson, president of Sony 
Pictures Technologies. 

“The answer is that 25 inches 
was right for standard defini¬ 
tion; 50 inches was right for 
high-def; and 84 inches is 
right now that we’re going 
ultra-high-def.” 

Ultra HD is widely regarded 
as the next evolution in TV 
technology, but there’s cur¬ 
rently a lack of content that 
takes advantage of the vast 


ring special circumstances. 
“Consumers will benefit from 
VeriSign’s removal of the 
automatic price increases,” 
Lawrence E. Strickling, assis¬ 
tant Commerce secretary for 
communication and informa¬ 
tion, said in a statement. “At 
the same time, the agreement 
protects the security and sta¬ 
bility of the Internet by al¬ 
lowing VeriSign to take cost- 


resolution, though Ultra HD 
sets are equipped to upscale 
lower resolution video. Sony 
Corp. is hoping to overcome 
that pitfall that with this new 
player. 

The Japanese electronics giant 
debuted the hard-disc server 

— hidden in a cabinet under¬ 
neath the behemoth television 

— at a posh invite-only party 
Thursday at a private mansion 
in Santa Monica that featured 
a performance by John Leg¬ 
end. 

The video player will include 
4K content such as short 
films, concerts and 10 feature- 
length movies, including “The 
Other Guys,” 6 ’Salt” and “The 
Bridge on the River Kwai.” 
Sony’s TV will also come with 
an Xperia Tablet S, which can 
be used as a touchscreen re¬ 
mote control. 

“We know there are limita¬ 
tions with broadband and the 
typical size of a movie that’s 
in 4K,” said Phil Molyneux, 
chief operating officer of Sony 
Electronics. 

“I think this is an extremely 
good first step to ensure that 
consumers can have and en- 


based price increases where 
justified.” 

Anyone who wants a “.com” 
name can obtain one from 
various companies, which pay 
VeriSign $7.85 of what they 
collect on each name. The 
new contract lets VeriSign 
continue receiving those fees, 
but won’t guarantee more. 

The “.com” suffix is the most 
popular Internet domain name 


joy the 4K experience in their 
home.” 

The electronics industry has 
dubbed the new flat-panel 
displays “Ultra HD,” while 
Sony specifically refers to it 
as “4K” because it features 
nearly 4,000 pixels, compared 
to the 1,080 pixels found in 
“1080p” sets. Molyneux said 
Sony has been pushing for 4K 
since 2005, when the compa¬ 
ny put 4K projectors in movie 
theaters. Last year, Sony in¬ 
troduced a 4K home projec¬ 
tor, and offered a 4K upscal¬ 
ing Blu-ray player earlier this 
year. 

Molyneux teased that addi¬ 
tional 4K content for the new 
player would be sent to own¬ 
ers on Blu-ray discs. 

“It’s a first step,” added Mo¬ 
lyneux. “If we’ve had a vision 
since 2005, and we’ve been 
arming and equipping for 4K 
content creation, I think it’s 
fair to speculate that we’re 
also thinking about other ways 
to get 4K content to consum¬ 
ers in their home.” 

LG Electronics offers a simi¬ 
lar 84-inch Ultra HD TV. It 
retails for $ 19,999.99.□ 


in use, with about 105 million 
names registered. Although 
hundreds of other suffixes 
exist —and hundreds more 
are coming in the next few 
years— none has matched the 
success of “.com.” VeriSign’s 
“.com” directories are used 
by millions of computers and 
mobile devices around the 
world to locate websites and 
send email to addresses end¬ 
ing in “.com.” 

The $7.85 fee translates to 
$824 million a year in revenue 
for those 105 million names. 
Had VeriSign been allowed 
to raise prices four times by 7 
percent each, as called for in a 
draft of the new contract, the 
company could have charged 
as much as $10.29 by the end 
of the six-year term. That 
would have meant an addi¬ 
tional $256 million a year on 
those 105 million names. 
VeriSign’s stock fell $5.42, or 
14 percent, to $33.92 in mid¬ 
day trading Friday. Calling 
the new price cap a surprise, 
Citi Investment Research ana¬ 
lyst Walter Pritchard reduced 
his price target on VeriSign to 
$35, from $42. 

VeriSign, which is based in 
Reston, Virginia, had justi¬ 
fied previous price hikes by 
pointing to its need to ensure 
that “.com” directories run 
smoothly amid increases in 
Internet traffic and heightened 
security threats. 

In a statement, VeriSign CEO 
Jim Bidzos said the new con¬ 
tract “provides certainty and 
sets a clear direction for the 


company. 

The annual fee had been $6 
for several years, until Veri¬ 
Sign was guaranteed price 
increases in its 2006 contract. 
The company took advantage 
of that and raised the fee to 
$7.85, a penny short of what 
had been permitted. 

The new contract allows Veri¬ 
Sign to request an end to price 
caps if it can demonstrate that 
“market conditions no longer 
warrant such restrictions.” 
Factors could include reduced 
demand for “.com” names, 
competition from other Inter¬ 
net suffixes and increased use 
of alternative navigation tech¬ 
niques such as search engines. 
The contract also extends a 
provision giving preference to 
VeriSign for any renewals in 
the future, without requiring 
an open-bidding process. 
VeriSign’s contract is with the 
Internet Corporation for As¬ 
signed Names and Numbers, 
a nonprofit organization that 
oversees Internet address poli¬ 
cies. ICANN tentatively ap¬ 
proved a contract extension 
with price increases in June, 
but it needed the Commerce 
Department’s approval. Com¬ 
merce removed the price hikes 
and approved the modified 
contract Thursday. 

VeriSign also runs the da¬ 
tabase for the less-popular 
“.net” suffix, but that is not 
subject to government over¬ 
sight. Under its contract with 
ICANN, VeriSign is allowed 
to raise prices on “.net” names 
by up to 10 percent a year.Q 



Study: DVRs now in half 
of US pay-TV homes 

PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — A new survey finds that digital video 
recorders are now in more than half of all U.S. homes that sub¬ 
scribe to cable or satellite TV services. 

Leichtman Research Group’s survey of 1,300 households 
found that 52 percent of the ones that have pay-TV service also 
have a DVR. That translates to about 45 percent of all house¬ 
holds and is up from 13.5 percent of all households surveyed 
five years ago by another firm, Nielsen. 

The first DVRs came out in 1999, from TiVo Inc. and Replay- 
TV. Later, they were built into cable set-top boxes. The lat¬ 
est trend is “whole-home” DVRs that can distribute recorded 
shows to several sets. 

Even with the spread of DVRs, live TV rules. Nielsen found 
last year that DVRs accounted for 8 percent of TV watching. Q 


Sony introduces ultra-high-definition video player 
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Stocks inch down as investors wait on budget 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
ended the week more or 
less where they started 
it. Investors were watch¬ 
ing closely while lawmak¬ 
ers in Washington worked 
at thrashing out a budget 
agreement. 

After inching 3.76 points 
higher on Friday, the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
closed at 13,025.58. That’s 
a gain of just 16 points for 
the week, one of the Dow’s 
smallest moves this year. 
Along the way, the mar¬ 
ket had several sharp turns 
both up and down after key 
figures in the talks, such as 
House Speaker John Boeh- 
ner and President Barack 
Obama, offered contrast¬ 
ing views about how well 
the talks were going. 

The Standard and Poor’s 
index edged up 0.23 point 
to 1,416.25. The index is up 
0.5 percent for the week. 
The Nasdaq composite 
was down 1.79 points to 
3,010.24. It gained 1.46 per¬ 
cent for the week. 

The main driver for markets 
this week has been the talks 
between the White House 
and Congress over the “fis¬ 
cal cliff,” a series of sharp 
government spending cuts 
and tax increases sched¬ 
uled to start Jan. 1 unless 
an agreement is reached 
to cut the budget deficit. 
Economists say that those 
measures, if implemented, 
could push the U.S. econ¬ 
omy back into a recession. 
Optimism that a deal will 
be done was greeted with 
rallies, while pessimistic 
comments from lawmakers 
were followed by sell-offs. 
“Right now the market is 
just going to be held hos¬ 
tage as to what happens 
in the next five hours, versus 
what’s going to happen in 
the next five years,” said 
Dan Veru, chief investment 
officer af Palisade Capital 
Management, in Fort Lee, 
New Jersey. 

Obama argued Friday that 
allowing taxes to rise for the 
middle class would amount 
to a “lump of coal” for 
Christmas, while Boehner 
declared that negotiations 
to surmount a looming fis¬ 
cal cliff are going “almost 
nowhere.” 

Speaking at a toy factory. 


the president said Republi¬ 
cans should extend existing 
Bush-era tax rates for house¬ 
holds earning $250,000 or 
less, while allowing increas¬ 
es to kick in for the wealthy. 
On Capitol Hill, Boehner ar¬ 
gued that Obama’s latest 
offer— to raise revenue by 


HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — An investment in¬ 
dustry executive has paid 
$1.4 million to settle insider 
trading charges, federal 
regulators said Friday. 

I. Joseph Massoud, who 
founded investment advi¬ 
sory firm Compass Group 
Management, gained ac¬ 
cess to nonpublic infor- 


$1.6 trillion over the next de¬ 
cade — would be a “crip¬ 
pling blow” to an economy 
that is still struggling to find its 
footing. 

“My sense is that investors 
are going to be busy read¬ 
ing headlines every day 
for the next three weeks," 


motion at an Internet site 
where bidding companies 
could learn more about the 
financial condition of Pa¬ 
triot Capital Funding Group 
before its sale, the Securi¬ 
ties and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion said. For access to the 
data. Compass Group had 
to agree to keep informa¬ 
tion confidential, which pro- 


said Jack Ablin, chief in¬ 
vestment officer at BMO 
Group in Chicago. 

Ablin says that he expects 
policy makers to reach a 
temporary agreement on 
the budget before year- 
end, before coming to 
a “Grand Bargain" next 
year. He believes improv¬ 
ing consumer confidence 
and rising house prices will 
underpin the economy 
and support demand for 
stocks. 

Stocks are higher for the 
year. The Dow is up 6.5 
percent, the S&P 500 in¬ 
dex 12 percent. The index¬ 
es are on track to end the 
month little changed. 
Americans cut back on 
spending last month and 
saw no growth in their in¬ 
come, reflecting disrup¬ 
tion from Superstorm San¬ 
dy that could hold back 
economic growth in the 
final months of the year.Q 


hibited employees from 
buying Patriof Capital 
stock. Massoud still pur¬ 
chased shares soon after 
Compass Group gained 
access to the confidential 
information and bought 
even more stock after he 
learned that Compass 
Group’s bid was what he 
described as “waaaaay 
off” compared with bids 
from other companies, 
regulators said. Patriot 
Capital’s share price 
more than doubled after 
a merger was publicly an¬ 
nounced, and Massoud, 
of Wesfport, Connecti¬ 
cut, realized more than 
$676,000 in illegal profits, 
the SEC said. 

His lawyer, Robert J Anello, 
said in an email that Mas¬ 
soud is pleased to resolve 
“this personal trading 
matter." John T. Dugan, 
associate director of the 
SEC’s Boston regional of¬ 
fice, said Massoud acted 
with full knowledge of the 
confidentiality agreement 
prohibiting him from buy¬ 
ing Patriot Capital stock 
and “abused his access to 
nonpublic data for what 
turned out to be a short¬ 
term personal gain.”Q 



Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 
Uncertainty over whether U.S. leaders can resolve a critical budget 
deadlock and figures showing the eurozone's unemployment rate 
at a record high capped any gains to be made in the markets 
Friday, Nov. 30, 2012. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


Insider trading: 

Exec pays $1,4M to settle charges 



Mathew Martoma, right, leaves the federal courthouse with his 
wife Rosemary in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 



STREET BRIEFS 

J&J picks 
new CEO 

NEW BRUNSWICK, New 
Jersey (AP) — Johnson & 
Johnson Chairman Bill Wel¬ 
don will step down from 
that post in late December 
and the world’s biggest 
maker of health products 
has picked new CEO Alex 
Gorsky to replace him. The 
company had named Gor¬ 
sky, 52, as CEO earlier this 
year, replacing Weldon. 
J&J said Friday that Wel¬ 
don will step down Dec. 28 
as chairman and then re¬ 
tire in next year's first quar¬ 
ter, wrapping up a 41-year 
career with the company. 
Weldon, 64, stepped down 
as CEO in April after a de¬ 
cade in that role. Gorsky, 
who will hold both of the 
company's top titles, has 
worked for J&J since he 
became a sales represen¬ 
tative in 1988 except for a 
four-year stretch when he 
ran the North American 
pharmaceuticals business 
of rival Novartis AG. a 

Osram cuts 
4,700 jobs 

BERLIN (AP) — German 
industrial conglomerate 
Siemens AG's light bulb 
unit, Osram, says it is cut¬ 
ting 4,700 additional jobs in 
its drive to save costs and 
phase out older technolo¬ 
gies. Company spokesman 
Stefan Schmidt told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Friday the 
cuts come on top of oth¬ 
ers previously announced, 
for a total of at least 7,300 
reductions through 2014. 
Osram currently has some 
39,000 employees world¬ 
wide. The restructuring plan 
includes shuttering some 
sites outside Germany, 
and opening a new LED- 
assembly plant in China 
that is expected to add 
1,700 jobs by 2017. Siemens 
said this week that it plans 
to shed its majority stake 
in Osram via a spinoff to 
shareholders, but will retain 
17 percent and another 2.5 
percent through Siemens 
Pension Trust. It hasn't set a 
date for the moveO 
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Sandy holds back US consumer spending, pay in Oct. 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans cut back on 
spending last month and 
saw no growth in their in¬ 
come, partly reflecting dis¬ 
ruptions from Superstorm 
Sandy that could drag on 
economic growth in the fi¬ 
nal months of the year. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Friday that con¬ 
sumer spending dropped 
0.2 percent in October. 
That’s down from an in¬ 
crease of 0.8 percent in 
September and the weak¬ 
est showing since May. 
Income was flat in the 
month following a 0.4 per¬ 
cent rise in September. 

The government said work 
interruptions caused by the 
storm reduced wages and 
salaries by about $18 bil¬ 
lion at an annual rate. The 
storm affected 24 states, 
with the most severe dam¬ 
age in New York and New 


PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Another 
month, another record un¬ 
employment rate for the 
economy of the 17 Europe¬ 
an Union countries that use 
the euro. 

Figures released Friday by 
Eurostat, the EU's statistics 
office, showed that the 
recession in the eurozone 
pushed unemployment up 
in the currency bloc to 11.7 
percent in October, the 
highest level since the intro¬ 
duction of the euro in 1999. 
The rise from September’s 
previous record of 11.6 per¬ 
cent was anticipated after 
the eurozone returned to 
recession in the third quar¬ 
ter, commonly defined as 
two consecutive quarters 
of negative growth. 

While the eurozone's un¬ 
employment has been 


Jersey. 

Consumers may also be 
scaling back on spend¬ 
ing because they are wor¬ 
ried about the “fiscal cliff.” 
That’s the name for auto¬ 
matic tax increases and 
spending cuts that will take 
effect in January if Con¬ 
gress and the Obama ad¬ 
ministration fail to strike a 
deal before then. 

“The upshot is that although 
both incomes and spend¬ 
ing will probably bounce 
back in November, the 
underlying trend is weak,” 
said Paul Dales, senior U.S. 
economist at Capital Eco¬ 
nomics. 

The depressed spending 
figures suggest the econ¬ 
omy will grow more slowly 
in the October-December 
quarter. Consumer spend¬ 
ing drives nearly 70 percent 
of economic activity. 

Dales predicts growth will 
tumble from the 2.7 per¬ 
cent annual rate in the 


inching upward since June 
2011, the equivalent rate in 
the U.S. has fallen to below 
8 percent as the world’s 
largest economy continues 
its recovery from recession. 
In October, it stood at 7.9 
percent. 

Eurostat found that 18.7 
million people were out of 
work across the eurozone, 
an increase of 173,000 on 
the previous month and 
2.2 million higher than the 
year before. The wider 


July-September quarter to 
a weak 1 percent in the 
October-December pe¬ 
riod. That’s considered too 
low to lower the unemploy¬ 
ment rate. 

Even discounting the ef- 


27-nation EU that includes 
non-euro countries such as 
Britain and Poland had an 
unemployment rate of 10.7 
percent in October and a 
total of 25.9 million out of 
work. 

“The level of unemploy¬ 
ment in Europe remains 
unacceptably high," said 
Jonathan Todd, a spokes¬ 
man for the European 
Commission, the EU's ex¬ 
ecutive arm. 

Spain and Greece have 


fects of Sandy, income 
growth would have risen 
a still-weak 0.1 percent. 
After-tax income adjusted 
for inflation fell 0.1 percent. 
And spending adjusted for 
inflation dropped 0.3 per- 


the region's highest unem¬ 
ployment rates — both over 
25 percent, with youth un¬ 
employment levels head¬ 
ing toward 60 percent, a 
figure that could have a 
long-term economic and 
political impact. 

“Talk of a ‘lost generation’ 
of young people now looks 
like an alarming possibility," 
said Andrea Broughton, 
principal research fellow 
at the Institute for Employ¬ 
ment Studies. □ 


cent — the biggest decline 
in three years. 

The saving rate edged up 
slightly to 3.4 percent of af¬ 
ter-tax income in October, 
compared with 3.3 percent 
in September. 

Many economists predict 
economic growth will re¬ 
bound in the New Year 
when the rebuilding phase 
begins in the Northeast. 
And if President Barack 
Obama and Congress can 
reach a budget deal to 
avoid to fiscal cliff, some 
analysts and Federal Re¬ 
serve Chairman Ben Ber- 
nanke are predicting a 
good year for the econo¬ 
my. 

Still, the storm’s impact has 
slowed sales in the nation’s 
most densely populated re¬ 
gion ahead of the crucial 
holiday shopping season. 
The International Council 
of Shopping Centers said 
18 major retailers reported 
sales rose 1.7 percent in 
November compared to 
the same period a year 
ago. The group had been 
expecting sales growth be¬ 
tween 4.5 percent and 5.5 
percent. 

The impact of the storm 
may be starting to fade. 
Retailers are reporting solid 
sales over the Thanksgiving 
Day holiday weekend. 

And applications for un¬ 
employment benefits have 
fallen from an 18-month 
high in the first week of No¬ 
vember. The surge was driv¬ 
en by applications in New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsyl¬ 
vania and ConnecticutO 
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A sign advertising ◦ sale is seen posted on a storefront in 
Philadelphia. Americans cut back on spending in October 
and saw no growth in their income, reflecting disruptions from 
Superstorm Sandy. On Friday, Nov. 30, 2012, the Commerce 
Department said consumer spending dropped 0.2 percent 
in October. That’s down from an increase of 0.8 percent in 
September and the weakest showing since May. Income was 
flat in the month following a 0.4 percent rise in September. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 


EU unemployment hits another record high 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 " Are My 
Sunshine” 

4 Vital artery 

9 Puncture 

13 Vanished _ 
thin air 

15 Response to a 
corny joke 

16 Roll call 
response 

17 Juicy fruit 

18 Synagogue 
leader 

19 Raw minerals 

20 Brazen 

22 Small fly 

23 Foot digits 

24 Large bird that 
cannot fly 

26 Elevator 
alternative 

29 One who 
studies plants 

34 Punctuation 
mark 

35 Cruel man 

36 Fraternity letter 

37 Related 

38 Lost 
hopeless case 

39 Fibbed 

40 Gun the engine 

41 Vote into office 

42 Sat for an artist 

43 Rejuvenate 

45 Four score 

46 Was victorious 

47 Stab of pain 

48 Peruvian Indian 

51 Singer Aguilera 

56 College official 

57 Old familiar 
hangout 

58 _ off; falls 
asleep 

60 Be a pioneer 

61 Upper crust 

62 Disputed Israel- 
Egypt strip 

63 Poet _ St. 
Vincent Millay 

64 Mexican mister 

65 Clucking bird 

DOWN 

1 High-pitched 
bark 


2 Dollar bills 

3 St. George, _ 

4 Concurs 

5 Grad school 
finals, perhaps 

6 Terry cloth 
wraparound 

7 Small flaps 

8 Liqueur with a 
licorice flavor 

9 Military leader 
of old Japan 

10 Seabird 

11 Zone 

12 Finest 
14 Speech 

21 Dawn, for short 

25 Actress West 

26 Frighten 

27 By the same 

similarly 

28 Still breathing 

29 Actor Willis 

30 Boot from office 

31 _ setter; 
reddish dog 

32 Piece of bed 
linen 

33 Hot rum drink 


35 Singer Joan _ 

38 Assures the 
winning of 

39 Lumberjack’s 
business 

41 Self-esteem 

42 Two cups 

44 African nation 

45 Spring holiday 


47 Blotchy horse 

48 Doing nothing 

49 Require 

50 Actor James 

52 Healthy 

53 Spoil 

54 Actor Wyle 

55 Smoothing tool 
59 _ Antonio, TX 
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Heard of Aflac? Talk to the Duck! 



Photo features the duck who put Aflac on the map. 

(Handout Photo) 

ing jokes on Twitter about 
the devastation, saying in 


Todd Wallack Globe Staff 
© The New York Times 2012 

Heard of Aflac? Credit the 
white animated duck. 

In the 1990s, just one in 
10 people in the United 
States were familiar with 
the Columbus, Ga., insur¬ 
ance company, which 
mostly sells policies to help 
customers when they are 
struck by an unexpected 
accident or illness. But 
Aflac’s longtime chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Daniel Amos, said 
that all changed in 2000 
after Aflac introduced its 
mascot, who is famous for 
quacking the company’s 
name in dozens of televi¬ 
sion commercials. "Today, 
nine out of 10 people do 
know our name," Amos 
said in a speech to business 
leaders at the Boston Col¬ 
lege Chief Executives' Club 
of Boston. Amos, whose 
family founded Aflac in 
1955, said the company’s 
name is now as well known 
as corporate icons like Ap¬ 
ple, GE, and Coca-Cola. 
The speech is a reminder 
of how important branding 
can be in a crowded mar¬ 
ket like insurance, where 
many companies offer simi¬ 
lar products. Geico, anoth¬ 
er major insurance compa¬ 
ny, has become a house¬ 
hold name in part because 
of its own animal mascot, 
the gecko. Still, Amos said, 
the Fortune 500 company 
faced a crisis in Japan -- 
which accounts for three- 
quarters of the company's 
earnings -- after the coun¬ 
try was devastated by an 
earthquake, tsunami, and 
nuclear plant meltdown. 
To make matters worse, co¬ 
median Gilbert Gottfried, 
who provided the US voice 
for the Aflac duck, threat¬ 
ened the brand by mak- 


one tweet that the Japa¬ 
nese "don’t go to the 
beach. The beach comes 
to them.” But, Amos said, 
the company met both 
challenges by dealing with 
them quickly and commu¬ 
nicating with customers 
and investors. "The fact is, 
people can handle bad 
news if you give it to them," 
Amos said. "But they can't 
handle uncertainty.” Two 
days after the disaster, 
he said, he hopped on a 
plane to Japan and was 
able to share good news 
with investors. □ 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 


Psychic Kira Solves 
problems where 
others have failed. 

Karma,aura, and chakra 
readings and 
cleansings. 
Results Guaranteed. 
814-851-6474 


T«|: 9S&CI497/343-74g4 
Schotland sTr. 70 


Stay 



gxteitrf y° ur 

J Quality Apartments 

“Studio A Loft 4pts. "fully Furnished 

* Ki tchen / / Cable TV P*aJ 

Less than 1 ih4b fram Ea^e fl*aeh A 4 larg* suptrrMi*Htt£. 
Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Men - Fri; 0am-7pm a Sot A Stfrt: Pdhfi-SptR 


A new office. 

A better way to buy 
and sell real estate. 


We are excited to announce 
the opening of our second office 

the Radisson Aruba Resort. 


Coldwell Banker Aruba Realty 

Radisson Aruba Resort 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 81 
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FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 !4 bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
wk 46 Aruba Beach Club 
Rm 136 $3200 

wk 47 Tropicana 1 br 11/24 starts, 
need offer 

La Cabana Rm 105 C, fri 1 br 
ground fl, 12/7 starts $3200 BO. 
Call 565-9394 E-mail: 
rmwimw@aol.com 

US 508-651-0016 

_197786 

FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale 
wk 48, 12/1 

Divi Phoenix 3 Rm Pent House 
Suite, Rm 416 ocean front 2 br, 

2 bath, sleeps 6, all amenities 
$6700 call local 565-9394 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
J contact us! 

Michelle Donato 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 
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ORANJESTAD 

\ 
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1 December 

Dr. Esschendal 

2 December 

Dr. Algera 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica di Serv. Noord Tel: 586-4606 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


dies'* 


Services 

Information 118 

Setar 582-5151 

Taxi 582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587-2300 

Service Aruba 583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 


Dec. 1 Emerald Princess 
Adventure of the Seas 
Dec. 2 Island Princess / Zuiderdam 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Ice sheets melting at poles faster than before 







v 



- 





v* 

_ . . / 



<r 




* 


% 

_i 


This July 4,2012 image provided by Ian Joughin, shows surface meltwater rushing along the surface of 
the Greenland Ice Sheet through a supra-glacial stream channel, southwest of llulissat, Greenland. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fu¬ 
eled by global warming, 
polar ice sheets in Green¬ 
land and Antarctica are 
now melting three times 
faster than they did in the 
1990s, a new scientific 
study says. 

So far, that’s only added 
about half an inch to ris¬ 
ing sea levels, not as bad 
as some earlier worst case 
scenarios. But the melting's 
quicker pace, especially in 
Greenland, has ice scien¬ 
tists worried. 

One of the biggest wild 
cards in climate change 
has been figuring out how 
much the melting of the 
massive sheets of ice at 
the two poles would add 
to the seas. Until now, re¬ 
searchers haven't agreed 
on how fast the mile-thick 
sheets are thawing — and 
if Antarctica was even los¬ 
ing ice. 

The new research con¬ 
cludes that Antarctica is 
melting, but points to the 
smaller ice sheet in Green¬ 
land, which covers most 
of the island, as the bigger 
and more pressing issue. Its 
melt rate has grown from 
about 55 billion tons a year 
in the 1990s to almost 290 
billion tons a year recently, 
according to the study. 
“Greenland is really taking 
off,” said National Snow 


and Ice Data Center scien¬ 
tist Ted Scambos, a co-au¬ 
thor of the paper released 
Thursday by the journal Sci¬ 
ence. 

Study lead author Andrew 
Shepherd of the Univer¬ 
sity of Leeds in England, 
said their results provide a 
message for negotiators 
in Doha, Qatar, who are 
working on an international 
agreement to fight global 
warming: “It's very clear 
now that Greenland is a 


problem.” 

Scientists blame man¬ 
made global warming for 
the melting. Burning fossil 
fuels, such as coal and oil, 
emits carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases 
that trap heat, warming the 
atmosphere and oceans. 
Bit-by-bit, that erodes the 
ice sheets from above and 
below. Snowfall replenishes 
the ice sheets, but hasn't 
kept pace with the rate of 
melting. 

Because the world’s 
oceans are so big, it takes 
a lot of ice melting — about 
10 trillion tons — to raise sea 
levels 1 inch. Since 1992, ice 
sheets at the poles have 
lost nearly 5 trillion tons of 
ice, the study says, raising 
sea levels by about a half 
inch. 

That seemingly tiny extra 
bit probably worsened 
the flooding from an al¬ 
ready devastating Super¬ 
storm Sandy last month, 
said NASA ice scientist Erik 


Ivins, another co-author of 
the study. He said the extra 
weight gives each wave a 
little more energy. 

“The more energy there is 
in a wave, the further the 
water can get inland,” Ivins 
said. 

Globally, the world's 
oceans rose about half a 
foot on average in the 20th 
Century. Melting ice sheets 
accounts for about one- 
fifth of sea level rise. Warm¬ 
er water expands, contrib¬ 
uting to the rise along with 
water from melting glaciers 
outside the polar regions. 
Just how much ice is melt¬ 
ing at the two poles has 
been difficult for scientists 
to answer. In 2007, the In¬ 
tergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change did not 
include ice sheet melt in its 
calculations of future sea 
level rise because numbers 
were so uncertain. 

It’s an important factor be¬ 
cause if all the polar ice 
sheets somehow melted — 


something that would take 
centuries — global sea lev¬ 
els would jump by more 
than 200 feet, said Penn¬ 
sylvania State University ice 
scientist Richard Alley, who 
wasn’t part of the research. 
Some past studies showed 
melting on the polar ice 
sheets, while others said 
that the Antarctic ice sheet 
was growing and offsetting 
melting in Greenland. The 
new work by 47 scientists 
around the world com¬ 
bines three methods and 
measurements from 10 sat¬ 
ellites to come to a scien¬ 
tific consensus on what’s 
happening to the polar ice 
sheets. 

In the 1990s, the two ice 
sheets combined on aver¬ 
age lost 110 billion tons of 
ice each year to melting, 
the researchers reported. 
That increased and by 
2005 to 2010, they were 
losing three times as much 
— 379 billion tons yearly. 
The numbers don’t include 
the summer of 2012 when 
Greenland experienced a 
melt that hadn’t been seen 
in more than a century, re¬ 
searchers said. 

The consensus says that as 
a whole the Antarctic ice 
sheet is melting. Part of the 
issue is that the southern 
continent is not reacting to 
climate change uniformly, 
with some areas growing 
and others shrinking. The 
entire Antarctic ice sheet 
is about the size of the U.S. 
and Mexico combined. 
NASA chief scientist 
Waleed Abdalati, one of 
the few top ice research¬ 
ers who wasn’t part of the 
study, praised the work. 
“Understanding how and 
why the ice sheets are 
changing today better 
equips us for understanding 
and predicting how much 
and in what ways they will 
change in the future,” he 
said.Q 
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Katy Perry, Carly Rae 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Billboard 
named Katy Perry its woman of 
the year, but the pop star thought 
her year was 2011. 

“I felt like my year was last year 
... I thought my moment had 
passed,” Perry said in an inter¬ 
view with Jon Stewart at Bill¬ 
board’s Women in Music event 
Friday in New York City. 

Perry released “Teenage Dream” 
in 2010, and the double platinum 
album sparked five No. 1 hits on 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart that 
spilled over to 2011. She tied the 
record Michael Jackson set with 
“Thriller” for most hits from a 
single album. 

She re-released the album this 
year, which launched two more 
hits and a top-grossing 3-D film. 
Perry thanked her fans, who 
stood outside of Capitale hoping 
to catch a glimpse of her. 

“I don’t really like to call my¬ 
self a role model for my fans, 
but I hope I’m an inspiration, 


especially for young women,” 
she said when she accepted the 
honor. 

Perry also thanked her mom at 
the event, which honored women 
who work in the music industry. 
In like fashion, newcomer Car¬ 
ly Rae Jepsen also thanked her 
mom — and stepmom — when 
accepting the rising star honor. 
The “Call Me Maybe” singer 
said she’s happy and surprised 
by her success. 

“It was sort of the key to unlock¬ 
ing the rest of the world for me 
and was something that none of 
us were expecting,” she said, in 
an interview, of her viral hit. 
British singer Cher Lloyd per¬ 
formed Perry’s “E.T.” at the 
luncheon, which also featured a 
performance from rising country 
singer Hunter Hayes. 

Perry, who wore a fitted pink 
dress, joked about recording a 
follow-up to “Teenage Dream.” 
“Have you heard it? I haven’t,” 
the smiling singer said on the red 
carpet. □ 


PEOPLE & ARTS 11? 


Saturday, December 1,2012 


Jepsen get Billboard honors 



“Woman of the Year” honoree Katy Perry, left, and “Rising Star” honoree Carly Rae Jepsen, 
right, pose with Billboard editorial director Bill Werde at Billboard’s “Women in Music 2012” 
luncheon at Capitale on Friday Nov. 30, 2012 in New York. 

Associated Press 
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In this Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012 file photo, Carrie Underwood arrives 
at the 40th Anniversary American Music Awards in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Underwood to play Maria 
in live ‘Sound of Music’ 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Carrie Underwood will 
star in NBC's live broadcast 
of “The Sound of Music” 
lafe next year. 

A news release says the for¬ 
mer “American Idol” cham¬ 
pion and Grammy-winning 
country star will play Maria 
von Trapp in a live perfor¬ 
mance based on the mu¬ 
sical. It will air around the 
holidays in 2013. The role 
is Underwood’s most sig¬ 


nificant work as an actress 
yet. She played a small part 
in the 2011 film “Soul Surfer” 
and has served as co-host 
of the Country Music As¬ 
sociation Awards for five 
years. In von Trapp, she’s 
tackling a beloved char¬ 
acter. The Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein musical debuted 
on Broadway in 1959, and 
the 1965 film starring Julie 
Andrews won the best pic¬ 
ture Academy Award.Q 


Clint Eastwood's daughter 
named Miss Golden Globe 


WEST HOLLYWOOD, Califor¬ 
nia (AP) — The Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
has named its newest Miss 
Golden Globe. 

Francesca Eastwood was 
introduced as the 2013 
honoree Thursday at Cec- 
coni’s restaurant in West 
Hollywood. The 19-year-old 
is the daughter of Holly¬ 
wood icon Clint Eastwood. 
Miss Golden Globe is tra¬ 
ditionally the child of a 
celebrity who is invited to 
help during the ceremony. 
Previous honorees include 
Rumer Willis, Laura Dern, 
Melanie Griffith and Joely 
Fisher. 

Francesca Eastwood is an 
actress who also stars with 
her stepmother, Dina East- 
wood, her half-sister, Mor¬ 
gan Eastwood, and the 
South African boy band 
Overtone in the E! reality 
series “Mrs. Eastwood and 
Company.” She’s enrolled 



Francesca Eastwood attends 
HFPA and InStyle’s Golden 
Globe award season 
celebration at Cecconi's on 
Thursday, Nov. 29, 2012, in 
West Hollywood. 

Associated Press 

at the University of South¬ 
ern California. Nominations 
for the 70th annual Golden 
Globe Awards will be an¬ 
nounced Dec. 13. The cer¬ 
emony is set for Jan. 13.Q 


Football fans get a close- 
up in ‘Silver Linings’ 



This undated publicity film image provided by The Weinstein Company shows Bradley 
Cooper playing Pat Solatano in a scene from the film, “Silver Linings Playbook.” 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — In Da¬ 
vid O. Russell's “Silver Lin¬ 
ings Playbook,” Bradley 
Cooper plays an unstable 
former teacher trying to im¬ 
prove himself after exiting 
a mental institution. When 
his character, Pat Solitano, 
consults his otherwise lev¬ 
el-headed psychiatrist Dr. 
Cliff Patel (Anupam Kher) 
on whether a Philadelphia 
Eagles' jersey is appropri¬ 
ate attire for a dinner par¬ 
ty, Patel questions which 
jersey. On hearing that it’s 
star wide-receiver DeSean 
Jackson, he responds un¬ 
equivocally: 

“DeSean Jackson is the 
man.” 

This is Philadelphia, where 
undying loyalty to the local 
NFL team — “the Birds” — 
is everywhere, even in the 
sensitive relations between 
therapist and patient. 

As large a role as football 
plays in American life, Holly¬ 
wood has typically focused 
its cameras on the field of 
play, where the dramatics 
of gridiron battle are self- 
evident. But “Silver Linings 
Playbook,” which was re¬ 
cently nominated for five 
Spirit Awards and is widely 
expected to be a best 
picture Oscar contender, 
is more interested in the 
face-painters in the stands. 
The annals of pigskin pic¬ 


tures have ranged from 
the hijinks of Groucho Marx 
(“Horse Feathers”) to the in¬ 
spiration of a newcomer to 
the sport (“The Blind Side”). 
Football in movies has been 
a regular source of hard- 
knock action (“Any Given 
Sunday"), manly tragedy 
(“Brian’s Song,” "Remem¬ 
ber the Titans") and under¬ 
dog triumph (“Rudy"). 

But along with “Silver Lin¬ 
ings Playbook,” a hand¬ 
ful of films have sought to 
capture the fanatical pas¬ 
sion — both the communal 
spirit and the toxic obses¬ 
sion — that grips millions of 
households and acres of 
parking-lot asphalt every 
Sunday this time of year. 

In Vincent Gallo’s “Buffalo 
‘66” (1998), Gallo drew 

from his own childhood in 
the upstate New York city, 
playing a man named af¬ 
ter the hometown team 
(Billy), with lifeless parents 
glued to the TV screen for 
Buffalo Bills games. A lost 
bet on a crucial game cost 
Billy $10,000 and put him in 
jail. On his exit, he's bent on 
avenging the guilty place 
kicker, a fictionalized ver¬ 
sion of a real-life Bills scape¬ 
goat, kicker Scott Nor¬ 
wood. 

“Big Fan” (2009), written 
and directed by Robert D. 
Siegel (who also wrote “The 
Wrestler"), depicted a die¬ 
hard New York Giants fan 


(Patton Oswalt) whose de¬ 
votion is tested when he’s 
brutally assaulted by his fa¬ 
vorite player. 

The 2004 film “Friday Night 
Lights,” and the subsequent 
TV series, sought to portray 
a football-mad Texas town, 
where the sport reverber¬ 
ated in nearly all that was 
good — and all that was 
bad — in Dillon, Texas. 
These movies all share in 
the spirit of Frederick Exley’s 
classic 1968 fictional mem¬ 
oir, “A Fan’s Notes.” The 
Giants-loving author wrote: 
“Cheering is a paltry de¬ 
scription. The Giants were 
my delight, my folly, my 
anodyne, my intellectual 
stimulation.... I gave myself 
up to the Giants utterly. The 
recompense I gained was 
the feeling of being alive.” 
It was that kind of inten¬ 
sity that interested Russell, 
whose last film, “The Fight¬ 
er,” captured the boxing 
community of Lowell, Mass. 
“What makes characters 
fascinating in a funny and 
an emotional way to me 
is when they have life and 
death stakes about their 
particular currency,” the 
director says. “So (Robert) 
De Niro’s currency was ev¬ 
erything about the Eagles.” 
As with many things 
in sports, the Eagles devo¬ 
tion in “Silver Linings Play¬ 
book” flows through the fa¬ 
ther, played by De NiroO 
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2012 Class Wars: Park Your Jet, Sir? 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2012 New York Times 

We’re currently having a big de¬ 
bate about the Senate filibuster. 
It is possible you hadn’t heard, 
what with the onset of the holi¬ 
day season, the fiscal cliff and 
several unexpected plot turns 
on “Homeland” to worry about. 
There’s just so much a person can 
handle. 

In Washington, it’s all people talk 
about. OK, not all. But there’s a lot 
of rancor. John Cornyn, the new 
Senate minority whip, predict¬ 
ed to Politico that if Democrats 
went forward with their plans to 
change the filibuster rules, “It will 
shut down the Senate.” 

If the Senate did shut down, the 
country would not necessarily no¬ 
tice much difference. This week, 
there was a herculean attempt 
to pass The Sportsmen’s Act, a 
large, bipartisan mix of hunting 
and conservation provisions that 
has been waiting around for 
ages. The bill seemed to be sailing 
toward success when it got en¬ 
tangled in a fight over the price 
of duck stamps - a kind of hunt¬ 
ing license and collector item 
the federal government sells to 
raise money for conservation. “It 
gives the Department of Interior, 
unelected bureaucrats, power 
to decide how much to charge 
for a duck stamp,” announced 
Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama. 
This was certainly a powerful ar¬ 
gument - first, the duck stamps; 
next, the death panels. But sup¬ 
porters suspected that the real 
issue was partisan ire over the fili¬ 
buster fight. The bill took a swan 
dive on a parliamentary motion. 
Life went on. 

“A deep dysfunction has set in,” 
said Sen. Jeff Merkley, an Oregon 
Democrat who’s a leader of the 
fix-the-filibuster movement. “We 
had an average of 60-plus filibus¬ 
ters each of the four years I’ve 
been here. That’s more than an 
average of one a week.” 

Way more than one a week giv¬ 
en the Senate’s vacation sched¬ 
ule.Filibusters are defined in the 
national psyche by “Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington,” a 1939 
James Stewart movie about a 
naive hometown hero who gets 
appointed to the seat of a de¬ 
ceased senator. Corrupt special 
interests want to put a dam on 
a piece of land that Mr. Smith 
wants for a boys’ camp. Compli¬ 
cations ensue. (At one point, our 


hero compliments his secretary, 
Jean Arthur, by saying, “I mean, 
for a woman, you’ve done aw¬ 
fully well.”) 

Then comes the filibuster, in which 
Mr. Smith stands alone on the 
Senate floor, taking advantage 
of a rule that allows a senator to 
stop everything for as long as he 
can keep talking. Envoys from far¬ 
away dictatorships pack the gal¬ 
lery “to see what they can’t see 
at home - democracy in action.” 
Mr. Smith talks for nearly 24 hours! 
Nobody mentions the miracle of 
the lack of bathroom breaks. 

That was the filibuster then - 
when almost nobody actually 
used it. These days, it’s just a rule 
that makes it impossible to do 
almost anything without the con¬ 
currence of 60 members. Sen. 
Harry (My Life Is a Bed of Thorns) 
Reid, the majority leader, wants 
to tweak it, using a parliamentary 
device that would allow him to 
change things with just a normal 
51-vote majority. 

Republicans are outraged! Sen. 
Tom Coburn of Oklahoma, who 
once made news by trying to 
hold up a budget bill with an 
amendment outlawing federally 
financed Viagra for sex offend¬ 
ers, said Reid was going to “de¬ 
stroy the place.” 

To be fair, the Republicans are 
afraid that if they don’t have the 
power to routinely bring things 
to a grinding halt, the Demo¬ 
cratic majority will totally ignore 
them. They point to a parliamen¬ 
tary procedure Reid uses to keep 
them from offering amendments 
on important bills. This is known 
as “filling the tree.” It should not 
be confused with “trimming the 
tree,” which is much more enjoy¬ 
able. 

Democrats, in turn, point to the 
time Sen. Rand Paul tried to hold 
up a flood insurance bill with a fe¬ 
tal personhood amendment. 

But the important question is, how 
do you feel about changing the 
filibuster? 

If this issue comes up over a 
family dinner during the holiday, 
what are you going to say? This 
presumes, of course, that none 
of your relatives are under the 
age of 40, because otherwise the 
filibuster conversation is probably 
not going anywhere. 

Here’s the basic deal: There are, 
at minimum, six points in the life 
of any fledgling bill when the mi¬ 
nority party can file filibuster pa¬ 
perwork that will stop all progress 
unless the majority can round up 
60 votes. The Democrats want to 
eliminate a few. Also, they’d like 
to replicate the “Mr. Smith” rules. 
No more procedural shortcuts. As 
Sen. Richard Durbin put it, “you 
want to stop the business of the 
Senate, by goodness’ sake, park 
your fanny on the floor of the Sen¬ 
ate and speak.” 

This would be very hard on the 
minority. Although everybody in 
the Senate likes to talk, very few 
actually like to hang around the 
Senate itself. 

“The talking filibuster- it’s the way 
people think it works already,” 
said Oregon’s Merkley.□ 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

On Election Day, The Boston 
Globe reported, Logan Interna¬ 
tional Airport in Boston was run¬ 
ning short of parking spaces. Not 
for cars - for private jets. Big do¬ 
nors were flooding into the city 
to attend Mitt Romney’s victory 
party. 

They were, it turned out, misin¬ 
formed about political reality. 
But the disappointed plutocrats 
weren’t wrong about who was 
on their side. This was very much 
an election pitting the interests of 
the very rich against those of the 
middle class and the poor. 

And the Obama campaign won 
largely by disregarding the warn¬ 
ings of squeamish “centrists” and 
embracing that reality, stressing 
the class-war aspect of the con¬ 
frontation. This ensured not only 
that President Barack Obama 
won by huge margins among 
lower-income voters, but that 
those voters turned out in large 
numbers, sealing his victory. 

The important thing to under¬ 
stand now is that while the elec¬ 
tion is over, the class war isn’t. 
The same people who bet big on 
Romney, and lost, are now trying 
to win by stealth - in the name of 
fiscal responsibility - the ground 
they failed to gain in an open 


election. 

Before I get there, a word about 
the actual vote. Obviously, 
narrow economic self-interest 
doesn’t explain everything about 
how individuals, or even broad 
demographic groups, cast their 
ballots. Asian-Americans are a 
relatively affluent group, yet they 
went for Obama by 3 to 1. Whites 
in Mississippi, on the other hand, 
aren’t especially well off, yet 
Obama received only 10 percent 
of their votes. 

These anomalies, however, 
weren’t enough to change the 
overall pattern. Meanwhile, 
Democrats seem to have neu¬ 
tralized the traditional GOP ad¬ 
vantage on social issues, so that 
the election really was a referen¬ 
dum on economic policy. And 
what voters said, clearly, was no 
to tax cuts for the rich, no to ben¬ 
efit cuts for the middle class and 
the poor. So what’s a top-down 
class warrior to do? The answer, 
as I have already suggested, is to 
rely on stealth - to smuggle in plu¬ 
tocrat-friendly policies under the 
pretense that they’re just sensible 
responses to the budget deficit. 
Consider, as a prime example, the 
push to raise the retirement age, 
the age of eligibility for Medicare, 
or both. This is only reasonable, 
we’re told - after all, life expec¬ 
tancy has risen, so shouldn’t we 
all retire later? In reality, however, 
it would be a hugely regressive 
policy change, imposing severe 
burdens on lower- and middle-in¬ 
come Americans while barely af¬ 
fecting the wealthy. Why? First of 
all, the increase in life expectan¬ 
cy is concentrated among the 
affluent; why should janitors have 
to retire later because lawyers 
are living longer? Second, both 
Social Security and Medicare are 
much more important, relative 


to income, to less-affluent Ameri¬ 
cans, so delaying their availability 
would be a far more severe hit to 
ordinary families than to the top 
1 percent. 

Or take a subtler example, the 
insistence that any revenue in¬ 
creases should come from limit¬ 
ing deductions rather than from 
higher tax rates. The key thing to 
realize here is that the math just 
doesn’t work; there is, in fact, 
no way limits on deductions can 
raise as much revenue from the 
wealthy as you can get simply by 
letting the relevant parts of the 
Bush-era tax cuts expire. So any 
proposal to avoid a rate increase 
is, whatever its proponents may 
say, a proposal that we let the 
1 percent off the hook and shift 
the burden, one way or another, 
to the middle class or the poor.Q 

The point is that the class war is 
still on, this time with an added 
dose of deception. And this, in 
turn, means that you need to 
look very closely at any proposals 
coming from the usual suspects, 
even - or rather especially - if the 
proposal is being represented 
as a bipartisan, common-sense 
solution. In particular, whenever 
some deficit-scold group talks 
about “shared sacrifice,” you 
need to ask, sacrifice relative to 
what? 

As regular readers may know, 
I’m not a fan of the Bowles-Simp- 
son report on deficit reduction 
that laid out a poorly designed 
plan that for some reason has 
achieved near-sacred status 
among the Beltway elite. Still, at 
least you can say this for Bowles- 
Simpson: When it talked about 
shared sacrifice, it started from a 
“baseline” that already assumed 
the end of the high-end Bush tax 
cuts.Q 
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Holiday Season: Trees, lighting displays and so much more 


BETH J. HARPAZ 
AP Travel Editor 
NEW YORK (AP) — From 
elaborately decorated 
trees to drive-through light¬ 
ing displays to boat pa¬ 
rades and train shows, a 
variety of holiday spec¬ 
tacles are being staged 
through the end of Decem¬ 
ber and into early January 
around the country. Here 
are a few of them. 
Rockefeller Center is spar¬ 
kling with 30,000 lights 
on an 80-foot (24-meter) 
Norway spruce that sur¬ 
vived Superstorm Sandy. 
The tree comes from the 
Mount Olive, N.J., home of 
Joe Balku, who lost power 
and other trees during the 
storm. It remains on view 
until Jan. 7. While you're at 
Rock Center, watch the ice 
skaters, take in Radio City’s 
“Christmas Spectacular” or 
visit St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
on Fifth Avenue. 

Elsewhere in Manhattan, 
on opposite sides of Cen¬ 
tral Park near 81st Street, 
you'll find themed trees 
and displays through Jan. 6 
at the Metropolitan Muse¬ 
um of Art, home to a Christ¬ 
mas tree and Neapolitan 
Baroque creche, and at 
the American Museum of 
Natural History, which hosts 
its annual origami holiday 
tree. And at the Plaza Ho¬ 
tel, near the 59th Street 
entrance to Central Park, 
a tree decorated with 100 
pounds (45 kilos) of glass, 
gold and silver ornaments 
pays tribute to “The Great 
Gatsby,” F. Scott Fitzger¬ 
ald’s famous novel of the 
1920s. A new film version 
of “Gatsby” is due out next 
summer starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio. 

In Washington, the Nation¬ 
al Christmas Tree will be lit 
Dec. 6. It’s the 90th year for 
the tradition, with the tree 
typically lit by the president 
and his family. The tree 
used in the ceremony is a 
live tree, planted on the El¬ 
lipse near the White House. 
This year’s tree is marking 
its first Christmas in Wash¬ 
ington. It’s a 28-foot-tall 
(8.5 meters) blue spruce 
that was transplanted just 
before Superstorm Sandy 
struck. It replaced a tree 
that died in the spring. That 
tree had only been in the 


ground for a year; ifs pre¬ 
decessor had sfood on fhe 
Ellipse since 1978 but was 
destroyed by high winds in 
early 2011. 

You’ll have to look up, way 
up, if you want to see the 
top of the Christmas tree 
at Outlets at Anthem, the 
Phoenix-area mall in the 
Phoenix. The white fir from 
northern California is 110 
feet tall (33.5 meters) and is 
one of the tallest cut trees 
in the country. It weighs 
12 tons and is located in a 
specially designed well in 
the Outlets’ center court. 

In North Carolina, Christ¬ 


mas at the Biltmore estate 
also features a special tree 
on its front lawn. The Nor¬ 
way spruce, 55 feet tall (17 
meters), was bought by Jo¬ 
seph Gray for his wife back 
in 1972 and planted at the 
end of their driveway on 
Roan Mountain in Tennes¬ 
see. Gray, now in his early 
80s, lost his wife in 2010. The 
aging tree was struggling 
to survive, so The Biltmore 
trucked it to Asheville, dec¬ 
orated it with 45,000 lights 
and is displaying it for the 
holidays. Other Biltmore 
holiday activities include 
tours, candlelight Christmas 
evenings, and weekend 
Santa visits. 

In many Florida towns, 
the holiday spirit arrives 


by boat. Some 75 holiday 
boat parades are sched¬ 
uled from Pensacola to Key 
West. Some parades offer 
cash prizes for best decora¬ 
tions, others include charity 
drives fortoysorfood banks, 
or have special guests, like 
Santa Clam in Cedar Key. 
Elsewhere in Florida, Key 
West puts a local spin on 
“The Nutcracker” with per¬ 
formances Dec. 15-16, and 
19-22 of “The Nutcracker 
Key West,” which turns the 
story of a girl’s visit to the 
land of the sugar plum fairy 
into an island and under¬ 
water fantasy with danc¬ 


ing snowy egrets, tumbling 
shrimp and colorful fish. 

In Minneapolis, the annual 
Target Holidazzle parade 
takes place Thursdays 
through Sundays through 
Dec. 23, kicking off at 6:30 
p.m. Parade-goers have 
been braving the cold Twin 
Cities weather to watch the 
event every holiday season 
since 1992. It includes illu¬ 
minated floats, music, ce¬ 
lebrity grand marshals and 
Santa in a sleigh. 

A number of botanic gar¬ 
dens around the country 
host holiday train shows. 
At the New York Botani¬ 
cal Garden in the Bronx, 
trains on view in the Enid 
A. Haupt Conservancy 
wind past 140 buildings de¬ 


picting New York City, in¬ 
cluding landmarks like the 
original Yankee Stadium, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral and 
the Brooklyn Bridge. At the 
Chicago Botanic Garden, 
Wonderland Express trains 
make their way through 
a village of tiny Chicago 
landmarks made from 
natural materials. Krohn 
Conservatory in Cincinnati 
hosts “Trains, Trestles and 
Traditions,” with poinsettias, 
cyclamens, evergreens, 
trains and replicas of build¬ 
ings and bridges. 

In Virginia, Busch Gardens 
Williamsburg hosts Christ¬ 


mas Town for a fourth sea¬ 
son, with nearly every build¬ 
ing covered in a total of 
some six million lights. The 
display includes 1,500 trees, 
700 wreaths and 20,000 
ornaments, plus shows, 
Santa's workshop and a 
50-foot-tall (15 meters) ani¬ 
mated tree dancing to syn¬ 
chronized music. 

In West Virginia, the Ogle- 
bay Resort & Conference 
Center hosts the Winter Fes¬ 
tival of Lights through Jan. 
6. It’s one of the largest in 
the country, with 78 displays 
along a six-mile (9.6-kilome- 
ter) drive throughout the 
resort, including a massive 
star, wreath and candles, a 
Ferris wheel, carousel and 
Cinderella. 


At Universal Orlando in 
Florida, guests can meet 
the Grinch, watch the 
live “Grinchmas Wholiday 
Spectacular,” and experi¬ 
ence a nightly parade of 
gianf balloons from Macy’s 
New York City holiday pa¬ 
rade. The group Mannheim 
Steamroller will perform hol¬ 
iday music on select nights. 
Grinchmas celebrations 
are also taking place at 
Universal Studios Hollywood 
in California, including a 
chance to tour the original 
Whoville film sets from the 
movie adaptation of “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas” 
aboard the theme park’s 
studio tour. 

At Walt Disney World near 
Orlando, Cinderella Castle 
is lit up for fhe holidays, 
Mickey's Very Merry Christ¬ 
mas Party takes place on 
select nights, and Epcot 
hosts a “Holidays Around 
the World” candlelight pro¬ 
cessional nightly through 
Dec. 30. At Disney’s Holly¬ 
wood Studios theme park, 
the Osborne Family Spec¬ 
tacle of Dancing Lights, 
which started at a private 
home in Arkansas, drapes 
entire buildings on Disney’s 
Streets of America in sheets 
of multi-colored lights. 

Also in time for holiday visi¬ 
tors, on Dec. 6, the Magic 
Kingdom’s Fantasyland at 
Walt Disney World in Flor¬ 
ida holds a grand open¬ 
ing marking a milestone 
in the largest expansion 
in the park's 41-year his¬ 
tory with new and reimag¬ 
ined attractions inspired 
by Dumbo, “Beauty and 
the Beast” and “The Little 
Mermaid.” At Disneyland 
in Anaheim, Calif., Disney 
California Adventure Park 
offers vintage decor on 
Buena Vista Street with an 
old-fashioned department 
store Santa Claus at Elias & 
Co. Just after the new year, 
Disneyland will also be 
hosting a Three Kings Day 
celebration, Jan. 4-6, with 
special decor, food and 
entertainment showcasing 
this holiday that is especial¬ 
ly popular in Latin America. 
In Riverside, Calif., the Mis¬ 
sion Inn Hotel & Spa hosts 
its 20th annual Festival of 
Lights. More than 3.6 mil¬ 
lion lights are on display 
through Jan. 5. Q 



The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree is lit during the 80th annual tree lighting ceremony at 
Rockefeller Center in New York, Wednesday, Nov. 28, 2012. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens) 








